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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 
Tenders will be received until noon on Tuesday, the 28th August, 
Navy Contracts for the supply, at the following places, of fresh 


beef for six calendar months from the Ist 
for Fresh Beef. October next. 


ENGLAND. 


Berwick 

Chatham (beef and 
mutton) 

Cowes 

Dartmouth 

Deal and in the 

Downs 

Dover 

Falmouth 

Felixstowe 
Gravesend 

Great Grimsby 

Gorey, Jersey 


Harwich 

Holyhead 

Hull, Hawke Roads 
and inthe Humber 

Lowestoft 

Milford Haven, 
Pembroke, and 
Pater 

Newhaven 

Penzance 

Plymouth (oxenand 
sheep) 


' Poole 


Portland (cattle and 
sheep) 
Portsmouth 
and sheep) 
Ramsgate 
Rock Ferry 
Liverpool 
Sheerness 
Shields, North 
Southampton 
Sunderland 
Torbay 
Yarmout, Great. 
A 


(oxen 


and 
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ScorLaND. 
Aberdeen Greenock Lerwick 
Campbeltown Inverness Queensferry 
Granton and Leith Kirkwall Stornoway. 

IRELAND. 
Bantry Dublin Kinsale 
Belmullet Foynes and Tarbert | Moville 
Buncrana Galway Queenstown 
Carrickfergus Killybegs Rathmullen 
Castletown (Bere- Kingstown Waterford. 
haven) 


Forms of Tender,* containing Conditions of Contract and all 
particulars, may be obtained on perzonal application at this office, 
or by letter addressed to “ Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, 
London, S.W.” 

Their Lordships do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 


* Applications for Forms of Tender should state for what place.it is desired to 
tender. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


According to the ‘“ rer Soom Wales Government Gazette ” of 
gos uly last, Tenders are invited until two p.m. 
al on the 22nd October, 1900, for the 
Wollondilly structure of Wollondilly River Bridge, Goul- 
River Bridge. burn. to Crookwell Railway. Specification, &c., 
may be seen, and Tender forms obtained, at the office of the 
Engineer-in-Chief for Railway Construction, Sydney. 

The conditions of Tendering for the New South Wales Govern- 
ment may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


RUSSIA. 
Mr. Cooke, H.M. Commercial Agent at St. Petersburg, in a report 
’ to the Foreign Office, says :— 
y Seg “On inquiry of two different agents at 
my: Moscow of British agricultural machinery firms 


with reference to another subject it appears there has been a 
demand for thrashers, owing to improved harvest prospects, the 
one agent telling me he was doing good business, and the other, 
a German, asking me for catalogues. On my observing he was 
already the agent of two British firms in this line, he answered he 
wanted to see what there was in the nature of more modern 
machinery.” 
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According to the “ Journal of Commerce ” (New York) of 31st ult., 
gor ty “La Societe Metallurgique de Longausk,” in 
— the Kharkoff Government of Russia, is erecting 

: a large locomotive building department in con- 

nection with its works. Upwards of 20,0001. is yet to be invested 
in tools for the new works. The company has already obtained 
an order from the Russian State Railway authorities for the supply 


of 200 engines. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
oe from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 
Yellow Oilskins that Tenders are invited by the Norwegian 
‘Naval Dockyard Authorities at Horten, not 
later than the 27th instant, at noon, for the supply of 1,045 sets 
of yellow oilskins. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


NETHERLANDS-—JAVA. 


The French Consul at Batavia states that, speaking generally, 
Suentens tr Batavia and other towns in Java offer a fair 
Sale of Jeweller market for the sale of jewellery, goldsmith’s 
Watches. & Y) wares of different kinds, clocks and watches, &c. 
endeenl Articles of gold of ordinary use are of 14 carats 
fineness, and articles de luxe of 18 carats. 

The following list of dealers who would be ready to enter into 
_relations with European exporters is given by the French Consul 
under reserve 

At Batavia: Van Arcken & Cie, Ryswyk 2074; Mayr & Cie, 
Noordwyk, 14/413; V. Olistaeger, Ryswyk; A. Coureur, Ryswyk, 
G. Steurvald, Ryswyk, 20/407. 

At Samarang: H. W. Myer Hillerstrom, I’. M. Ohlenroth. 


SPAIN. 


The ‘‘ Madrid Gazette” of 10th July last, calls for Tenders for the 
Lifts and Grai construction and mounting of the lifts, grain 
~<a elevators, &c., in the new ‘ Commercial 
mavehere Deposit” building in Barcelona, to be sent in 
Baresions. by 2nd October next. The upset price is not 
stated, but is apparently expected to be about 500,000 pesetas (say 
15,5001.). On equal terms the proposal to do the work in the 


A2 
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shortest time will have the preference. Full particulars are on 
view in the Secretariat of the Port Committee at Barcelona. 
The above appeared in the “Board of Trade Journal” of 19th ult. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 16th inst. contains a notice calling for 

f Tenders for the supply of iron and steel to the 

Supply of Iron Arsenal of Ferrol up to 30th June, 1901. The 

and Stee list of upset prices is on view at the Arsenal 

and at the Ministry of Marine, and the latest date up to which 
Tenders may be presented will be announced later. 

The “ Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen at 
the Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 14th inst., contains an announcement 
stating that no Tenders having been presented 
Genteent Se within the period prescribed, for the supplies of 
Tubing. tubing, &c., necessary for the installation of the 
pumping apparatus in the cruiser “ Princesa de Asturias,” at the 
upset price of 45,286°67 pesetas, or about 1,425/. (see p. 540 of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 14th June last), it has been 
decided to again ask for tenders on the same terms. The date up 
to which they may be presented is to be announced later. 


ITALY. 


According to the “ Journal of Commerce” (New York) of the 31st ult., 
Railwa. the Mediterranean Railway of Milan, Italy, has 
Mate wn obtained a concession from the Italian Govern- 

ment to substitute electricity on the line from 

Sampierdarena to Rome. For the undertaking, a central electric 

power plant will be necessary, and one is to be erected at Sampier- 

darena. ‘Twenty-three electric locomotives are to be bought by 
the Mediterranean Railway Company. It is also well for manu- 
facturers to bear in mind that the Mediterranean, the Southern 

and the Sicilian railways in Italy are in the market for 123 

locomotives, 460 baggage, and 2,673 freight cars. The 

aggregate amount to be spent by these companies early in the 
autumn for rolling stock is given at 1,840,000/., and a good share 
of the contracts are to be placed with foreign builders. 
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AUSTRIA. 

The “ Journal of Commerce” (New York) of 31st ult. reports that the 
— authorities of the Konig-Ferdinand Nord Rail- 
Mate om way, in Vienna, Austria, will be in the market 

shortly for a considerable quantity of supplies, 

among which may be. mentioned 1,385 sets of wheels, 2,000,000 

spikes, 17,646 metres of cast iron gas pipes, and about 1,000 tons 

of rails. Foreign competition is invited by the authorities, and 
full particulars may be had by addressing as above. 


THE FOREIGN TRADE OF BRITISH INDIA 
IN 1899-1900. 

The Annual Review of the Trade of India (for 1899-1900) by 
Mr. J. E. O’Conor, C.I.E., Director-General of Statistics to the 
Government of India, has now been issued. 

According to this report, until the second half of the year 
ended 3lst March, 1900, or rather until the third quarter, 
the course of Indian trade was, on the whole, prosperous 
and promising, although the cotton manufacturing industry in 
Bombay seemed to be reaching a critical stage. But the aspect of 
affairs was changed by the outbreak of famine in September, after 
a more or less complete failure of the south-west monsoon over 
large regions of Central and Western India and part of the 
Punjab, and the conditions grew rapidly worse when the winter 
rains, except in Northern India, failed as completely as the south- 
west monsoon. Still, trade had been so active before the season 
of adversity came and the public were so well prepared for it that the 
strain was not nearly so great as it had been in 1896-97, the rate 
of discount never rose to a point approximating to the height 
attained in that season, and the volume of trade was larger than 
in 1898-99, though many had expressed the opinion that the trade 
in that year was exceptionally and abnormally large, and that such 
dimensions could not be anticipated in 1899-1900. Nevertheless 
they were not only reached but even exceeded, and it is safe to 
say that, if the autumn rainfall had been ordinarily good in 
quantity and distribution, the excess would have been very large. 

Much of this considerable trade is due to the fact that trade and 
industry in the United Kingdom, in Europe generally, and in the 
United States, were in a most flourishing condition during the 
year, with a general advance in prices, following on equally 
prosperous conditions during 1898. Partly also it may be ascribed 
to the easy condition of the money market in the first half of the 
year and the steadiness of exchange throughout. The rate of the 
Bank of Bengal never exceeded 8 per cent. and remained at that 
rate for a comparatively short time, whereas in the preceding year 
the rate rose as high as 12 per cent. The rate of exchange also 


426 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Aug. 23, 1900, 


The Foreign Trade of British India in 1899-1900. 


remained very steady, the difference between the maximum and 
minimum rate being only 2°6 per cent. ; in the preceding year the 
variation was 3°3 per cent. 


Imports—The import trade, which amounted to Rx, 91°67 


millions, largely exceeded the trade of any preceding year, with 
the exception of 1893-94, when the exceptional conditions which 
affected exchange on the ‘closure of the mints gave a speculative 
stimulus to the trade. 

The imports in 1898-99 were 1°3 per cent. smaller in value than 
in 1897-98, but last year they exceeded by 3°4 per cent. the 
imports of 1898-99. In some articles the value of the trade was 
augmented as much by the higher range of prices which ruled in 
Europe as by an increase in quantities; but in most important 


items of trade the quantities imported materially increased. This 


was specially the case with the important trade in cotton piece 
goods in which there was a quite remarkable increase in quantity. 
Some articles, such as iron, steel, copper, and other metals, 
machinery, and railway material, declined, because of the high 
range of prices and also because the workshops in England were 
so actively employed that compliance with orders was delayed. 

Exports——While imports of merchandise into India increased 
by 3-4 per cent., the exports of Indian merchandise declined in 
almost exactly the same ratio, The contraction was due to a 
decline in the exports of rice, wheat, cotton, and oilseeds, and may 
be ascribed to the failure of crops. In an ordinary season the 
exports would have largely exceeded those of the preceding year 
instead of falling below their level by 3°3 per cent. 

There was a considerable rise in prices in the year, due in the 
case of wheat and other food-grains, to the failure of the harvests, 
a reason which also accounts, directly or indirectly, for the increased 
price of cotton, cotton yarn, and oilseeds. The general rise of 
' prices in Europe was reflected, however, in the higher levels for 
other articles exported from India. 

The total trade of India with the world, in merchandise imported 
and exported, was distributed as follows in the last two years. 


Rx. Rx. 

Europe .. 117,645,000 114,040,000 
Africa and adjacent islands 13,089,000 10,832,000 


The trade with Havese was about 63°5 per cent., and with 
._ Asiatic countries about 23°4 per cent., of the whole, last year. 
NoTeE.—Rupee = 4d, 
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TRADE AND SHIPPING OF THE TREATY PORTS 
OF SOUTHERN CHINA. 
The following article on the trade and shipping of the Treaty 
Ports of Southern China, including the inland ports of Lungchow 
Szemao, Mengtsz and Yatung which are not situated either on the 


coast or on navigable rivers, completes the account of the tra‘le of 


all the treaty ports of China for 1899. Previous articles on the 
Northern and Central Ports appeared in the issues of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for July 19th and for the 2nd and 16thinst. The 
Ports of Southern China are eleven in number, viz., Canton, 
Wuchow and Samshui on the West River (Si-Kiang), Kowloon 
opposite to Hong-Kong: Lappa at the entrance to the West River, 
the port nearest to the Portuguese colony at Macao: Kiungchow 
on the island of Hainan: Pakhoi: Lungchow on the border of 
Kwangsi and Tonkin : Mengtsz and Szemao, the ports for Southern 
Yunnan : and Yatung on the borders of Tibet. 

The net values of the imports into these ports, excepting 
Yatung,* (distinguishing foreign and native imports) for each of 
the years 1897, 1898, and 1899, were as follows :— 
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1897. 1898. 1899. 
Ports. 
Foreign. Native. - Foreign. Native. Foreign. | Native. 
Taels H. Taels. H. Tael H. Taels. H. Taels. | H. Taels. 
Canton 13,770,036 | 13,264,684 || 11,995,953 | 13,777,594 || 13,889,687 | 17,818,030 
Wuchow vee{ 1,892,415 47,3! 2,824,486 145,371 4,097,510 91 
Samshui_... oe $7,759 23,309 1,238,939 100,931 2,322,447 73,123 
Kowloon «| 18,027,228 6,269,732 || 17,138,751 6,049,749 |} 24,500,910 5,810,261 
Lappa “8 3,514,878 3,734,582 8,347,685 3,301,380 3,654,630 920, 
Kiungchow ... 1,461,940 12,058 1,991,563 6,663 2,432,473 16,061 
Pakhoi 2,656,724 40,46 2,368,320 10,787 2,443,364 35,552 
Lungchow ... 83,074 120,327 74,493 
- otal ‘=. Taels} 38,492,678 | 23,392,220 || 43,706,028 | 23,392,475 || 56,960,587 | 27,760,519 
£| . 5,734,000 3,484,000 6,306,000 3,375,000 8,574,000 4,178,000 


The total values of the native produce of local origin exported 
from the same 10 ports in 1897, 1898, and 1899, were’as in the 


following table :— 


Ports. 1897. 1898. 1899. 
H, Taels, H. Taels. H. Taels. 

Gatton. ... 22,899,671 23,781,426 26,939,147 

Wuchow ... ° 472,902 1,244,951 1,933,849 

Samshui 42,496 275,043 571,708 

Kowloon ... a. 23,024,493 22,511,512 26,221,055 
Lappa__... 5,894,314 5,381,874 6,173,279F 

Kiungchow 1,826,241 1,682,032 2,199,172 

Pakhoi_... 1,512,750 1,786,952 1,662,952 

Lungchow 25,873 14,558 11,143 

Mengtsz 1,057,737 1,218,811 1,888,297 

Szemao 31,378 35,554 42,462 

Total { H. Taels 56,787,855 57,932,718 67,638,064 

& 8,459,000 8,358,000 10,181,600 


* For an account of the trade of Yatung see the last part of this article. 
+ To Macao only, 
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With regard to the shipping at the Treaty Ports of Southern 
China, the following table shows the aggregate number and 
tonnage of vessels entered and cleared (steamers and sailing 
vessels) at the ports of Canton, Wuchow, Samshui, Kiungchow, 
and Pakhoi in 1898 and 1899. For the ports of Lappa and 
Kowloon similar statistics are not available, and Lungchow, Szemao 
and Yatung are inland places without shipping. The table 
distinguishes British, Chinese, German, American, and French 
vessels, and gives the percentage of the total tonnage represented 
by the respective flags:— . 


13898. 1899, 

Nationality Per ceut. Per cent. 

No. Tons. of total | No. Tons. of total 

tonnage | tonnage. 
British ... 6,436 3,351,209 | 716 7,617 3,617,466 69°9 
Chinese... 7,892 723,873 15°5 9,787 677,591 13°1 
German... 320 224,742 48 598 395,436 76 
French ... 362 190,326 4-1 692 376,754 73 
American ... 226 15,974 | 0:3 106 6,688 01 
All others ... 422 172,914 | 3°7 727 100,161 2:0 

Total ...| 15,658 4,679,033 | 100 19,527 5,174,096 100 


Referring more especially to shipping at Canton, the above 
figures do not include the entries and clearances of steam vessels 
plying from and to Canton under the Inland Waters Steam Navi- 
gation Regulations. During the year under review (1899) the 
inland waters steam navigation traffic has expanded to such an 
extent that there is now hardly'a town in the Kwangtung delta 
whose inhabitants cannot be accommodated with a steamer passage 
to and from Canton. At the close of the year 1899, 168 steamers 
ranging from 1 to 250 tons, have been registered for inland trade, 
which means an increase over the number in 1898 of about 70 per 
cent. Nine-tenths of the steamers are Chinese-owned, whilst the 
remainder fly the British, German, American and French flags 
respectively. Nearly all the steamers werebuilt and engined at 
one or other of the flourishing dockyards on Honam—entirely run 
by Chinese—where at times as many as 15 small steamers could 
be seen on the stocks. It is satisfactory to record that not a single 
accident of a more serious nature than a petty collision has 
happened to this large and busy fleet, a fact which, notwithstanding 
the proverbial luck of the Chinese, points to good workmanship in 
building, and some care in navigation. All the steamers, including 
those under foreign flags, are entirely commanded and manned by 
Chinese, their comparatively small size putting the engagement 
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of foreign captains and crew out of the question as being too 
expensive. With the exception of one double-ended screw steamer, 
one paddle-wheel steamer and half a dozen stern-wheelers, all the 
boats are single screw steamers, 


Nanning (New Treaty Port).—The recent opening of Nanning on 
the West River, 319 miles from Wuchow, has excited some 
attention recently, and the following account of the place was 
received by the Assistant in Charge of the Chinese Imperial 
Customs at Wuchow from the representatives of Messrs. Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. at Nanning :—‘ The city of Nanning has rather a 
prepossessing appearance, and the inclination is rather to over- 
estimate its importance after the other places passed en route. It 
is situated in a plain on a curve of the river, and from a walk 
round and through the place I should estimate the population to 
be about the same as Wuchow. The streets are much cleaner, 
and purely local industries carried on by the natives seem to be 
more flourishing than in that city. ‘The shops and hongs in the 
business quarter, ¢.e., where the Cantonese reside, are, however, 
not to be compared, as far as outside appearance and decorations 
go, with those of the similar quarter of Wuchow. This part of 
Wuchow has been compared to a second rate street of Canton, 
so this will perhaps serve to convey some idea of the intrinsic 
value of Nanning. A fair quantity of shipping lined the bank. 
The opening of Nanning will doubtless do something to stimulate 
trade more especially if steam traffic can be established, but no 
great increase in the volume of it direct with Hong Kong is to be 
looked for. It will simply mean that a certain percentage of 
foreign goods which now pay duty at Wuchow, will after the 
opening pay at Nanning. ‘The greater effect will probably be 
apparent in the domestic trade which will be covered by the 
payment of one duty and a half from Nanning to Canton.” 

Yatung.—This treaty port was opened for the development of 
the trade across the Sikkim Tibet frontier, and in spite of the 
difficulties placed in the way of traders by the Tibetan authorities, 
commercial intercourse has undoubtedly increased during the last 
five years as may be seen in the following table :— 


Imports into Tibet [Exports from Tibet 
Years. Yatung. "a Yatung. 
Rupees, Rupees, 
1895 im 416,218 634,086 
1899 ons 962,637 822,760 


With regard, more particularly to the trade in the year 1899, 


| 
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the following tables show the value of the principal articles 
imported into, and exported from, Tibet via Yatung in that 
year :— 

I—Imports into Tibet via Yatung. 


Principal Articles. Value. 

Rupees. 

y -... bis ite ton 7,642 

Piece goods of woollen and cotton mixed ... nee be 8,188 
Metals of all kinds ... bike 74,461 
Maize ... cae ose soe 23,125 
Rs. 962,637 

Total Seo £ 64,175 


II.—Exports from Tibet via Yatung. 


Principal Articles. Value. 

Rupees. 

Yak tails ese ove ove 42,628 
Other articles ... sds 18,858: 
Rs. 822,760 


For additional and more detailed information as to trade with 
Tibet, via the Chinese frontiers as well as vid Yatung, see the 
article on the “Trade of Tibet” (with Map) on pp. 284-295 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for March, 1899. 
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H.M. Consul at Tientsin, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Office, says that the importance of Tientsin as a commercial centre 
is frequently attributed to its being the port of Peking, the 
capital of China, and the gate of approach to Mongolia and 
Siberia. A cursory glance at the map of China is likely to 
encourage this idea, but the tract of country fed by Tientsin is 
far more extensive than this, and is practically the whole of that 
part of China which lies to the north of the Yellow River, extending 
as far west as the borders of Tibet and also including a large 
portion of Kan Su to the south of that river. 

The ports of Chefoo and Kiaochow in Shantung have no trade 
except with the country in their immediate neighbourhood. The 
geographical conditions of Shantung hamper free communication 
between the east and west of the province. The west of Shantung 
has but two large outlets, Shanghai and Tientsin, and the Yellow 
River constitutes the line of demarcation between these two fields 
of commerce. 

In spite, therefore, of Tientsin lying far to the north of Shantung, 
it is practically the sole port for all that part of the province to the 
north of the Yellow River. The trade of that part of the province 
is almost exclusively with Tientsin, along the Grand Canal, or, more 
properly speaking, the Wei River. 

This river is the main artery for trade, not only between 
Tientsin and North Shantung, but also between Tientsin and 
North Honan and Southern Shansi. From below the point where 
the Grand Canal joins its channel near Liu Tsing Hsien, the Wei 
River has a uniform depth of from 8 to 9 feet, and steam launches 
will undoubtedly be able to travel up the river far beyond Liu 
Tsing into North Honan, certainly as far as the important market 
town Tao Kou Chen, and probably beyond Wei-hui Fu towards 
the rich lands of Huai King Fu. 

The importance of this route to Shansi is the more evident 
when it is borne in mind that the trend of the mountain ranges 
in Shansi is north and south, and that in consequence the trade 
routes from east to west, with one exception, lie to the north and 
south of the province in order to avoid the constant crossing of 
valleys and mountains. The one exception is the route from Tai 
Yuan Fu to Cheng-tung Fu via Huai Lu Hsien. A pitiful picture 
of the inadequacy of this route to bear any great strain was drawn 
by Mr. R. J. Forrest, Her Majesty’s Consul at Tientsin, in a report 
addressed to the China Famine Relief Fund in 1879. 

It remains to be seen how far the railroads now in course of 
construction or under consideration will alter the existing state 
of things. At present the difficulties encountered in traversing 
Shansi lead to a large part of the trade with the north-west, 
instead of following the direct route through Shan Si, passing 
northwards via Kalgan and Kuei-hua-cheng over the level plains 
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of the Mongolian plateau to Pao-tou on the Yellow River, where 
it meets the other trade route through Shansi. This is more 
especially the case with goods carried west. Produce brought 
from the west sometimes follows the leveller route through 
Mongolia, but not unfrequently descends through Central Shansi. 
The choice of route apparently depends largely on the weather. 

Tientsin is thus the key to the markets of East Turkestan and 
Tibet, and the development of the trade of Tientsin within the 
last six years is largely due to this fact having been realised. At 
the present day, foreign merchants in Tientsin have their agents 
buying produce for them in the extreme west of Kan Su, and on 
the borders of the Tsaidam, and Consuls at Tientsin are in corre- 
pondence on trade questions with the viceroy at Lan-chou Fu in 
Kansu. 

This trade is the more interesting as it may safely be said that 
over 60 per cent. of it is in British hands and it owes its origin 
entirely to British merchants. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,487.) 


THE ARTIFICIAL INDIGO AND ANILINE DYES 
INDUSTRY. 


In a recent Report to the Foreign Office, H.M. late Consul-General 
at Frankfort-on-Main wrote at length on the manufacture of 
artificial indigo and aniline dyes in Germany. After referring to 
the importance of indigo as evidenced by the fact that the pro- 
duction of natural vegetable indigo equals in value the entire 
world’s production of artificial dye-stuffs, and noticing the history 
of the manufacture of artificial indigo, he said that the present 
artificial indigo of commerce represents almost pure indigotin. 
It is sold in the form of a 97 per cent. powder, whereas the 
indigotin contained in vegetable indigo fluctuates between 70 
to 80 per cent. It contains no indigo red, no indigo brown, and 
no indigo glue. The lack of indigo red and indigo glue, which 
both seem to be of some importance in the relation of the 
dye-stuff to the fibre are its special disadvantages. The indigo 
red seems to be of importance in the production of darker shades 
of colour. There is no doubt that at some time not too far off it 
will be possible to produce this ingredient also. Artificial indigo is 
used by dyers in the same way as vegetable indigo. If it is 
possible to render the process of manufacture materially cheaper 
and thereby to considerably reduce the price of artificial indigo. 
the danger to natural indigo will be greatly increased ; it is, indeed, 
to be feared that with the increase of chemical knowledge the 
same fate awaits this dyeing plant, which is extensively cultivated 
in British territories, as overtook the Krapp plant, the cultivation 
of which nowadays no longer pays. 


Aug. 23, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 433 


The Artificial Indigo and Aniline Dyes Industry, 


Artificial indigo affords a new example of the manner in which 
applied science interferes in, and revolutionises the most varied 
spheres and destroys as well as creates great wealth. In the 
territories in which natural indigo is grown, the intensity and 
magnitude of the danger which lies in the advance of the artificial 
product ought not for a moment to be disregarded. The struggle 
between artificial and natural indigo has already commenced. 
The latter still show some advantages inasmuch as its by-products, 
such as indigo glue, indigo red, &c., aid the dyeing process to 
some extent. If natural indigo is to retain its position, every 
effort must be directed towards the organisation of its culture, 
towards the manner in which it is collected, and towards the 
way in which the dye is shipped. In order to obtain a favourable 
result the ablest experts should co-operate in this important task, 
for to-day the fate of East Indian indigo culture lies unfortunately 
in the retorts of the chemical factories. As far as the price is con- 
cerned, the manufacturers of the artificial article so far follow 
the plan of always keeping it a fraction below that of the same 
quantity of the natural product yielding as much dye-stuff in pre- 
portion. This method is observed, because so far only a portion 
of the world’s demand of indigo can be produced by chemi- 
cal process, and because, naturally, the factory which first 
succeeded in its manufacture is trying to make the greatest 
profit by the advantage it has gained over others. All this will 
be changed as soon as chemistry alone can supply the world’s 
demand. 

An important branch of the German chemical production is 
concerned in the manufacture of artificial dye-stuffs in general. 
The endeavours of this branch are directed, generally speaking, to 
producing the organic natural products such as those of colour 
plants, dye woods, insects, molluscs, &c., by artificial and even 
cheaper and purer means, and in a more serviceable form for dyeing; 
also to producing new colours, which not only approach in brilliancy 
and effectiveness the natural kinds, but even surpass them. Since 
the discovery was made in 1868, that the important dye-stuff 
madder—alizarine—could be produced in an easy and cheaper 
manner from the carburetted hydrogen of coal-tar, the use of dye- 
stuffs obtained by coal-tar distilling has gradually grown to such 
a degree, that in Germany about five times as many artificial 
colours are made as in all other countries combined. According 
to the last census on 14th June, 1895, there existed 25 factories for 
the manufacture of aniline and aniline colours, and 48 factories 
(with seven branches) for the production of other coal-tar products - 
(t.e., not only for colours, but also for other commodities, such as 
picric acid, &.). The aniline works employ 7,266 hands, the latter 
—— 4,194; in all, 11,460 men. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 

484.) 
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H.M. late Consul-General at Frankfort, in his recent report to the 
Foreign Office, said that a very important innovation in the elec- 
trical industry is the utilising of the waste top gases of blast- 
furnaces for working gas dynamos. From this innovation it is 
hoped that whole districts may be benefited, as is the case when 
an unexpected water-power is developed. Societies have been 
organised for the sole purpose of carrying on studies as to working 
great railways by electricity. Within scarcely ten years fully 
700,000,000 marks have been invested in shares, loans, reserves, 
&c., of German electric undertakings. The profits in the year 
under report amounted on the average to 9°5 per cent. 

Further on in the report the Consul-General writes as follows :— 
“The top gases above referred to could hitherto only be used on a 
moderate scale. It was formerly maintained that their presence 
was essential to assure and perfect the process of blast-furnaces. 
They were utilised for indirectly warming the blast current to 
850° C., and partially for burning under the boilers. It is due to 
the progress of science and its adaptation to practical uses that the 
top gases can now be made serviceable in their entire heating 
capacity by rational burning in gas engines. What this innova- 
tion means economically is seen by a theoretic calculation, 
according to which this use yields a profit of 5 marks per ton of 
raw iron production, and which means for Germany alone a gain 
of 43,800,000 marks on her entire raw iron production. 

“ Gas machines for utilising the top gases were introduced into 
Germany about two yearsago. Itisto the ‘Hérder Hiitter Verein’ 
that credit is due for having used the first rationally built 
top gas engine on the Deutz system. Almost simultaneously 
with the Hirder Verein, the Friedenshiitte in Upper Silesia made 
use of top gas engines. Since then similar or smaller plants 
have been erected in numerous German and foreign establishments. 
From all quarters good results are reported which lead one to 
believe, that the great development of the gas machine industry 
has by no means reached its climax. Top gas machines of large 
dimensions have been erected already at Hoerde, Friedenshiitte, 
Oberhausen, Diidelingen, Ilseder Hiitte, Amnetz-Friede, Vélkingen, 
Donnersmarckhiitte, Differdingen, in the Rhenish Steelworks at 
Ruhrort, in Seraing, &c. The manager of the Donnersmarckhiitte, 
reporting at a trade meeting regarding the results obtained at that 
place, stated that the top gas engine which had been in use 
then for five months was working at 100 h.p. with 130 revolutions 
and was built according to the 4-measure system with a cylinder 
and fitted with valve motion and a filling regulator. The top gas, 
before entering the gas machine, passes a so-called scrubber and 
sawdust. cleanser, whereby daily about 14 kilos. of top dust is 
separated in the form of a thin paste. When fully charged the 
top gas motor used 2°6 cubic metres of top gas per actual horse- 
power and with only a third charging 3-5 cubic metres. 
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“Regarding the action of the regulator, it was observed that the 
top gas engine was quite as safely controlled by the regulator as a 
good steam engine. Within two periods of work pea in 
the action of the machine were indeed observable. This, however, 
need not come into consideration for plants working with single 
current. The top gas machine only consumed 1 kilo. of cylinder 
oil and 1? kilo. machine oil (both of good quality) daily, whereas 
the water used daily was at the utmost 100 cubic metres. No 
unusual wear and tear nor repairing need be recorded. The 
Donnersmarck establishment in consequence of these good results 
will erect this autumn a further gas dynamo of 600 h.p. The 
managers calculate that if the quantity of gas, which hitherto 
when burning under boilers produced 1,000 h.p. in a round figure, 
be used for burning in gas power machines it will increase the 
production by 2,700 h.p., and that, inasmuch as the proportion of 
the cost price of gas equal to 1 h.p. amounts to 100 marks, by 
introducing gas-power engines a saving of 270,000 marks may be 
effected. ‘The Kombach establishment in Lorraine (with seven big 
blast furnaces and ingot ironworks) will put up two top gas 
machines with four cylinders each, of together 1,200 h.p. Since 
the summer of 1898, besides the original small plant two top gas 
machines have been put into operation of 600 h.p. each. Without 
electricity the advantage of top gas machines could only be 
partially utilised. This is seen in the case of hoisting machines 
and pumping engines in mines and the numerous motors of the 
rolling mills, which cannot be worked direct by gas-power engines. 
Here the electric transmission of power must step in as an 
auxiliary ; the advantage of this is incalculable, notwithstanding 
the loss of about 20 per cent. in energy. Especially for hoisting 
machines with their unusually large consumption of steam, the 
top gas engines with electric transmission of force will be of the 
greatest importance; no less so for pumping engines with their 
very inconvenient long steam conduits. If one compares the best 
and most modern steam engines of 12 atmospheric pressures, 
superheater, economiser, and short conduits with the top gas 
machines, it must be allowed that the latter under all circumstances 
with the same consumption of gas produce twice as much as a 
steam engine, if the steam is produced by top gas burned under 
the boilers. Here, again, is a convincing argument for the great 
benefit derived for production by scientific work.” (Foreign 6 ce 
Annual Series, 2,484.) 
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In a recent report to the Foreign Office the British Vice-Consul 
at Punta Arenas writes as follows :— 

“The territory of Magallanes, of which Punta Arenas is the port 
and distributing centre, depends upon the sheep-farming industry 
principally, though the gold discoveries in Tierra del Fuego, 
Lennox Island, and round Cape Virgin have to a certain extent 
assisted in the development of Chilean Patagonia. 

“The import business is largely in the hands of the Germans, 
and I think that British merchants at home would do well to study 
the trade of this district, as the commerce is remarkably sound. 

*‘ All merchandise, without exception, is permitted to enter 
free of duties, and, so long as this continues, the exporter at home 
has only to contend with a healthy competition from the Con- 
tinent. 

“Owing to the unprecedented winter of last year the marked 
progress and prosperity of Magallanes have been temporarily 
checked, the losses sustained by the farmers through the depletion 
of stocks having been estimated at 213,000,000 dols.; but this has 

en counterbalanced to a certain extent by the improved price of 
cross-bred wool. Some of the principal exporting houses from 
Buenvs Ayres have sent special representatives to make direct 
purchases from the farmers, and they have paid up to 8d. per lb. 
for wool placed on the beach. This increased value for the staple 
article of the district has, of course, gone a long way to alleviate a 
critical situation for many farmers; and presuming we have no 
repetition of the last winter season there is no reason why the 
past prosperity should not return. 

“IT should state that Punta Arenas is not only the distributing 
market for this territory, but that the larger share of the business 
of Argentine Patagonia filters through the port. Puerto Gallegos, 
in the Argentine Republic, which is fast growing into an impor- 
tant town, receives most of the merchandise for distribution from 
Punta Arenas. 

“Tt is to be greatly regretted that the Chilean Government does 
not proceed to sell the lands to the farmers, as has been done on 
the Argentine side, for under the leases of the Chilean Govern- 
ment the farmers have no inducement to make improvements, and 
moreover it is certain that if they could acquire their lands it 
would lead to a great development of trade, and an influx of foreign 
capital. All the farmers are foreigners, for the most part British, 
the town population is, as already stated, largely German, and 
there are very few Chileans indeed. 

“As Punta Arenas is the only port of importance in the Straits 
of Magellan the shipping is very considerable. This fact has led 
to the development of the town. 

“From the local returns it appears that the following vessels 
were entered and cleared in 1899 :— 


i 

! 

i 
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Nationality. Total Tonnage. 
| 
Steam | 79 128,048 
British eee eee eee eee i Sailing 2 1,303 
German ... Steam 46 107,932 
Other Nationalities 32 18,400 
Men-of-war 20 


“ Beyond this there is the local shipping interest which serves to 
carry the wool and merchandise to and from the port. 

‘“Freights and passages rule extremely high, partly owing to 
the price of steam coal which is very dear. Exporters should 
always send goods by steamer, as sailing vessels very often ex- 
perience difficulty and delay in navigating the Straits. 

“The population is estimated at 7,000, and appears to be in- 
creasing. ‘There is a scarcity of labour, especially of trained 
shepherds ; carpenters, bricklayers, &c., can earn good wages, but 
there is no opening for clerks or professional men without capital. 

“The climate is rigorous but very healthy, and little sickness 
exists. 

“A municipality exists, and the town is well attended to as 
regards paving, and is lit by electric light. 

“ A telephone line runs from the town along the coast farms to 
Dungeness Point, and a further line is being constructed, which will 
connect Punta Arenas with Gallegos. The latter will also be used 
for telegraph purposes. 

“Railways do not exist, and all wool for export has to be 
carried by the local steamers or by bullock carts from the interior. 

“Tn concluding my report on this district, I must express my 
satisfaction in finding the sheep-farming industry so very largely 
in the hands of the British, who are hard-working, economical, and 
excellent colonists. Their life is certainly a rough one, but many 
of them are doing extremely well.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,481.) 
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AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


A Customs Circular (No. xiii. of 1900), recently issued ur oo 
, , Finance and Commerce Department of the 
Indian Government, provides "hat in superses- 
aan Wisin, sion of the value fixed for ‘Copper in pigs and 
slabs” in Schedule iv (Import Tariff) of the 
Indian Tariff Act, the Governor-General in Council has been 
pleased to fix for the said article a valuation of 50 rupees per cwt., 
with effect from the 27th July, 1900. The article named conse- 
quently now pays duty at the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem on the 
valuation stated. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of an Ordinance 
Tariff (No. 1 of 1900), assented to by the Governor of 
Modifications the Colony on the 18th January last, amending 
. the Sierra Leone ‘‘ Customs Duties Ordinance, 
1899,” in the following particulars :— 

1. Corrugated iron sheets are to be admitted free of import 
duty, instead of at the rate of 10 per cent. ad valorem as formerly. 
2. Hardware of any kind imported or brought into the Colony 
and landed or transhipped therein, either for home consumption or 
for the purpose of being carried up the Sierra Leone River, or any 
other river of the Colony or Protectorate, for any use or purpose 
whatsoever, is to pay duty at the rate of 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Hardware formerly paid duty at the rate of 3s. per ewt: 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 

: Foreign Office, to the effect that it has been 

oe oe announced in the “ Novoe Vremia,” and in 

other Russian papers, that authorisation has 

_— mide been given for the importation into Russia of 

P . newly invented agricultural implements from 
abroad duty free. 


Information has also been received, through the Foreign Office, to 
the effect that the Russian Customs Depart- 
Customs Decision. ment has notified, by a recent Circular to its 
officers, that the normal quantity of sugar 
contained in a ripe pineapple is to be taken as 13 per cent., and 
that pineapples containing more than 13 per cent. of sugar are to 
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be dutiable, on importation into Russia, under paragraph No. 24 
(1) of the Tariff (as confectionery not specially tariffed), the 
conventional rate of duty for which is 12 rbls. 24 cop. per poud. 


With reference to the notice at pp. 366-379 of the last issue 
of the “ Journal” respecting alterations in the 
~ whack on _ Russian Tariff, at the a of which it was 
xports of stated that “the drawback on Russi - 
Cotton Goods, Stated tha 1e drawback on Russian manu 
“ factured cotton goods on their exportation 
“ abroad is to be increased to 1 rouble 20 copecks per poud from 
“a date to be fixed by the Minister of Finance,” the Board 
of Trade have now received information tending to show that, 
owing to a mis-translation from the Russian into the French text 
of the Imperial Ukase, on which latter the notice in the “Journal” 
was founded, the amount of the drawback was wrongly stated. 
The notice should, apparently, have read “ increased by,” and not 
“ increased to.” 


FRANCE-—TAHITI.) 


H.M. Consul in the Society Islands in his report for 1899 (Foreign 

Office, ‘‘ Annual Series” of Reports, No. 2,498), 

states that ‘a tax of 190 ton has 

" chelle ear" imposed on all shell” (it is assumed that this 

_ refers to mother-of-pearl shell) exported from 

the Islands to toreign markets, but that a drawback of 150 frs. 

per ton is allowed on shipments declared for France, provided proof 
be given of the actual arrival of the shipments in that country. 


ITALY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 222 of the 
“ Journal ” for the 25th January last, respecting 


Me meget the conclusion of a Commercial Convention 
ew between Italy and Greece, the Board of Trade 


are now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
of a despatch from H.M. Embassy at Rome enclosing copy of an 
Italian Law dated 15th ult., which gives legal force to the Decree 
of the 30th December last putting the Convention in question in 
operation. 


ROUMANIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
= , copy of a despatch from H.M. Legation in 
on Roumania, enclosing a Note from the Roumanian 
— Minister for Foreign Affairs, in which it is 


stated that bales of sacks coming from infected districts will be 
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admitted into Roumania without being opened on condition that 
the vessel on board which they are imported has undergone the 
requisite quarantine. The bales will, however, be subject to ex- 
ternal disinfection, except in cases where they have already been 
received in England, and have left Calcutta for more than forty 
days. 


BULGARIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

—_ a copy of a despatch from H.M. Agent and 

hibition of Sofia, in which it js stated 

that_a Circular issued by the Bulgarian Minist 

dyed Coffee __ that a Circular issued by the Bulgarian Minister 

of Finance to the Directors of Custom Houses 

on the 17th/30th July, prohibits the importation into Bulgaria of 

coffee beans dyed green. It is added that the Supreme Sanitary 

Council of Bulgaria has declared that the continued use of such 
coffee is injurious to health. 


A further despatch from H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, 

- states that, in accordance with another Circular 

pri ori gor issued to the Directors of Bulgarian Custom 

* Houses by the Minister of Finance, founded 

on a Resolution of the Supreme Sanitary Council, all brandies 

and rakis presented for importation are to be analysed, and are 

not to be admitted unless they are found, as the result of the 

analysis, to have been produced by distillation from wine. A 
similar analysis has been prescribed for slivovitsa (plum brandy). 


TURKEY. 


With reference to notices which have appeared in recent issues of 
. the “Journal” respecting the requirement of 
certificates of origin for y British goods 
on their importation into Turkey, the Board of 
Trade have received information, through the 
Foreign Office, to the effect that the Turkish Customs officials have 
been instructed not to demand duty on the higher scale (applicable 
to products of Greece, Roumania, Bulgaria, and Servia) on mer- 
chandise which has passed in transit through Greece “ provided 
“‘ that it is accompanied by a British certificate of origin and with 
“a certificate from the Turkish Consul at the Greek final port of 
“ transhipment declaring that it has really passed in transit through 
“such port. The latter certificate is, however, not required if the 
“ goods are accompanied by their original manifest or manifests.” 
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UNITED STATES. 


The following is a list of some decisions affecting the application of 
Siete the Customs Tariff of the United States which 
} ana have recently been issued by the Treasury 
P Department at Washington for the guidance of 
United States Customs officers :— 


Lysol.—Lysol is dutiable at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 15 of the Tariff as a non-medicinal coal-tar pre- 
paration (not a colour or dye) not specially provided for, and not as 
a chemical compound or a medicinal preparation. 

Ship timber and ship planking.—Ship timber and ship planking, 

laned or dressed on four sides, is free of duty under paragraph 
699 of the Tariff. 

Herring-box shooks. Herring-box shooks, the product of 
American lumber, sawn in New Brunswick, are not free of duty 
under the provisions of section 20 of the Tariff Act of 1897, but 
are dutiable at the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 
204 of the said Act. 

Embroidered hosiery.—Cotton stockings, hose, or half hose, 
which are selvaged, fashioned, narrowed, or shaped wholly or in 
part by knitting machines or frames, or knit by hand, and which 
are more or less elaborately embroidered with silk or vegetable 
fibre threads by hand or machinery, are dutiable according to 
value at the compound rates provided in paragraph 318 of the 
Tariff, and not at 60 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 339. 

Silk Trimmings.—Trimmings in serpentine or zigzag form, 
fashioned of silk cords and threads, and intended for use in 
trimming articles of wearing apparel, are held to have lost their 
identity as silk “cords” and to be properly classed as “ trimmings,” 
and to be dutiable as such at 60 per cent. ad valorem under - 
paragraph 390 of the Tariff. 

Jute.—Jute fibre separated from the stalk and inner bark of the 
plant, and not subjected to manufacture, is considered to be the 
ordinary and common jute of commerce and entitled to free entry - 
under the provisions of paragraph 566 of the Tariff. 

Manufactures of wool and rubber (tennis balls).—The proviso in 
paragraph 391 of the Tariff that “all manufactures of which wool 
‘is acomponent material shall be classified and assessed for duty as 
“ manufactures of wool,” is held to be limited to the said paragraph, 
or, at most, to the schedule in which the paragraph is found. 
Accordingly, tennis balls, composed of wool and india rubber, the 
rubber being the component material of chief value, are dutiable 
under paragraph 449 of the Tariff, at the rate of 30 per cent. . 
ad valorem, as manufactures of which india rubber is the component 
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material of chief value, not specially provided for, and not as 
manufactures in part of wool, not specially provided for. 

Reeds.—Reeds unmanufactured, not further advanced than cut 
into lengths suitable for whips, &c., are free of duty under para- 
graph 700 of the Tariff. 

China silks, piece dyed-—Method of ascertaining value of component 
materials.—Fabrics in the piece, composed of silk and cotton, the 
warp being entirely of silk, and the filling entirely of cotton, dyed 
in the piece, and which are known commercially as “China silks,” 
or “chinas,” are dutiable, where cotton is the component material 
of chief value, under paragraph 311 of the Tariff. 

In determining the component material of chief value of piece- 
dyed goods where the charge for dyeing is a given price per unit 
of weight, such charge will be distributed between the silk and 
cotton in proportion to the weight or quantity of each material. 

Mexican blankets Zarapes”).— Mexican woollen blankets, known 
as zarapes, are dutiable as blankets under paragraph 367 of the 
Tariff. The fact that blankets are sometimes put to use as an 
article of wearing apparel during the day while used as blankets 
during the night does not change their classification and make 
them articles of wearing apparel. 

Pens and penholders.—Pens and penholders are separately dutiable 
under the provisions of paragraphs 186 and 187, respectively, of 
the Tariff, and are not dutiable as penholders because imported as » 


entireties. 


Telephone-switchboard cables, composed of 64 copper wires, 
each tin-coated and covered with cotton, the whole being grouped 
together and wrapped successively with paper, metal-foil, paper, 
cotton. .threads, and waterproof material, the wire being the. 
component of chief value, are dutiable as articles manufactured 
from copper wire under the proviso to paragraph 137 of the Tariff, 
and are not dutiable as covered wire. 

Metal netting.—Netting composed in chief value of metal threads 
is dutiable under paragraph 179 of the Tariff, as an article made in 
chief value of metal threads, and not as a manufacture of metal 
under paragraph 193. 


The following is a copy of a Circular, which has been issued by 
the Treasury Department at Washington, to the 
Reciprocity == Customs officials of the United States, with 
Arrangement with regard to the provisions of an Arrangement, 
italy. which has been concluded by the United 
States Government with the Government of Italy, under Section 
3 of the existing United States Tariff Act. A copy of the Presi- 
dential Proclamation containing the text of the Arvemgement is 
appended to the Circular :— 


| 
| | 
 &§ 
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Treasury Department, 23rd July, 1900. 
To Collectors and other Officers of the Customs— 


_ The appended Proclamation of the President, dated 18th July, 
1900, relating to the Reciprocal Commercial Arrangement between 
the United States of America and Italy, issued under the provi- 
sions of Section 3 of the Act of 24th July, 1897, is published for 
the information and guidance of Officers of the Customs and 
others concerned. 

The Department holds that all goods, wares, and merchandise 
under bond for warehousing, transportation, or any other purpose, 
for which no permit of delivery has been issued, come under the 
effect of the Arrangement. 

The special attention of officers of the Customs is invited to 
Article 1 of the Arrangement, to the effect that the suspension of 
duties under the Act of 24th July, 1897, shall continue during the 
lifetime of the Agreement, upon the articles specified in the 
Agreement, being the products of the soil and industry of Italy. 
Under the ruling of 15th August, 1898, the products of Italy 
exported to the United States from any other country will not 
be entitled to the privileges conferred by the Reciprocal Arrange- 
ment. 

ait (Signed) UL. J. Gace, Secretary. 


RECIPROCITY WITH ITALY. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas His Majesty the King of Italy has entered into a 
reciprocal Commercial Agreement with the United States of 
America pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 3 of the Tariff Act of the United States approved 24th 
July, 1897, which Agreement is in the English text in the words 
and figures following, to wit :— 

“The President of the United States of America and His 
Majesty the King of Italy mutually desirous to improve the 
commercial relations between the two countries by a Special 
Agreement relative thereto, have appointed as their Plenipoten- 
tiaries for that purpose, namely :— 

The President of the United States of America, the Honourable 
John A. Kasson, Special Commissioner Plenipotentiary, &c., and 

His Majesty the King of Italy, His Excellency the Baron S. 
Fava, Senator of the Kingdom, his Ambassador at Washington, 


Who being duly empowered thereunto have agreed upon the 
following Articles :— 


| 
| 
| 
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Article I. 


It is agreed on the part of the United States, pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of the third Section of the Tariff 
Act of the United States approved 24th July, 1897, and in consider- 
ation of the concessions hereinafter made on the part of Italy in 
favour of the products and manufactures of the United States, that 
the existing duties imposed upon the following articles being the 
product of the soil or industry of Italy imported into the United 
States shall be suspended during the continuance in force of this 
Agreement, and in place thereof the duties to be assessed and 
collected thereon shall be as follows, namely :— 

On argols, or crude tartar, or wine lees, crude, five per centum 
ad valorem. 

On brandies, or other spirits manufactured or distilled from 
grain or other materials, one dollar and seventy-five cents per proof 

allon. 

: On still wines, and vermuth, in casks, thirty-five cents per 
gallon; in bottles or jugs, per case of one dozen bottles or jugs 
containing each not more than one quart and more than one 
pint, or twenty-four bottles or jugs containing each not more than 
one pint, one dollar and twenty-five cents per case, and any excess 
beyond these quantities found in such bottles or jugs shall be 
subject to a duty of four cents per pint or fractional part thereof, 
but no separate or additional duty shall be assessed upon the 
bottles or jugs. 

On paintings in oil or water colours, pastels, pen and ink 
drawings, and statuary, fifteen per centum ad valorem. 


Article II. 


It is reciprocally agreed on the part of Italy, in consideration of 
the provisions of the foregoing Article, that so long as this Con- 
vention shall remain in force the duties to be assessed and col- 
lected on the following described merchandise, being the product 
of the soil or industry of the United States, imported into Italy 
shall not exceed the rates hereinatter specified, namely :— 


Per Quintal. 
Upon Cotton seed oil ..... --Lire 21°50 
» Fish, pickled or in oil, excluding the tunny, pre- 
served in boxes or barrels; sardines and 
Agricultural Machinery ... «=. 
» Detached parts of Agrcnitaral Machinery — 
(1) Of cast iron 


(2) Of other iron or steel... ove 


| 
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Per Quintal. 
Upon Scientific instruments— 
(a) Of copper, bronze, brass or steel— 
(1) With spy-glasses or microscopes, or 
graduated scales or circles, spy-glasses 
for use on land, monocles, binocles, 
lenses, detached and mounted ...Lire 30°00 
(2) Not provided with any optical instru- 
ment, nor with graduated scales or 


circles ian » 30°00 
(b) OF all kinds, i in the construction of which 
iron is evidently predominant... wee 5, 90°00 


» Dynamo-Electrical Machines— 

(1) The weight of which exceeds 1,000 kilo- 

grammes 

(2) Weighing 1,000 kilogrammes or less... » 25°00 
», Detached parts of Dynamo-Electrical Machines ,, 25°00 
» Sewing Machines— 

(2) Without stands ... » 30°00 
», Varnishes, not containing spirits nor mineral oils » 20°00 


The following articles shall be admitted free of duty :— 
Turpentine oil. 

Natural fertilizers of all kinds. 

Skins, crude, fresh or dried, not suitable for fur ; and fur skins. 


Article III. 


This Agreement is subject to the approval of the Italian Parlia- 
ment. When such approval shall have been given, and official 
notification shall have been given to the United States Government 
of His Majesty’s ratification, the President shall publish his Pro- 
clamation, giving full effect to the provisions contained in Article I. 
of this Agreement. From and after the date of such Proclamation 
this Agreement shall be in full force and effect, and shall continue 
in force until the expiration of the year 1903, and if not denounced 
by either party one year in advance of the expiration of said term 
shall continue in force until one year from the time when one of 
the High Contracting Parties shall have given notice to the other 
of its intention to arrest the operation thereof. 

In witness whereof, we the respective Plenipotentiaries have 
signed this Agreement in duplicate, in the English and Italian 


texts, and have affixed thereunto our respective seals. 
Done at Washington this eighth day of February, A.D. one 
thousand and nine hundred. 


Joun A, Kasson [SEA]. 
Fava [SEAL]. 


| 
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And Whereas the said Convention has been duly ratified on the 
part of His Majesty the King of Italy, official notice whereof has 
been received by the President, 

Now therefore, be it known that I, Wititiam McKInLey, 
President of the United States of America, acting under the 
authority conferred by the said Act of Congress, do hereby suspend 
during the continuance in force of the said Agreement the imposition 
and collection of the duties mentioned in the first section of the said 
Act and heretofore collected upon the specified articles of Italian 
origin as described in the said Agreement, and do declare in place 
thereof the rates of duty provided in the third section of the said 
Act as recited in the said Agreement to be in full force and effect 
from and after the date of this Proclamation, of which the officers 
and citizens of the United States will take due notice. 


VENEZUELA. 


The Board of Trade. have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

eieeieetin despatch from H.M. Acting-Consul at Caracas, 

f Seeteh in which it is stated that by a Decree recently 

. - issued by General Castro, the importation of all 

kinds of matches, which has hitherto been prohibited, may be allowed 

through the Custom Houses of the Republic on payment of a duty 
of 250 bolivares and_124 per cent. thereon per kilogramme. 


| 
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MALTA. 

The Board of Trade “wie received a copy of an Ordinance passed b 
: the Legislature of Malta (No. 11 of 1900), 
to which gives power to the superintendents 
of the ports (Malta) to grant to the owner of 

any pleasure ship, commonly called “yacht,” a special licence 
enabling him to take’command of the said ship. The above may 
be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 


Trade, 50, Parliament Street, any day between the hours of 10 
a.m. and 5 p.m. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


In the report of H.M. Commissioner in the British Central Africa 
Protectorate, recently issued by the Foreign 
Internal Office, it is stated that the African ‘T'rans- 
continental Telegraph Company has steadily 
extended its line to the north: it is now in course of construction 
up the east side of Tanganyika. The company has also run a 
branch line from Lake Nyasa to Fort Jameson, the present head- 
uarters of the Chartered Company in North-Eastern Rhodesia. 
his branch was completed in October, 1899, and has been satis- 
factorily working since then. The company continues to employ 
native operators. 

New roads have been opened in various directions. One 
from Domira Bay through the new Protectorate station, Dowa, 
and on to Fort Jameson, will give ready access from Lake 
Nyasa to the Chartered Company’s headquarters, and will con- 
stitute an alternative and rather shorter route than that from 
Kota-Kota. 

The past year has shown very conclusively that a railway from 
Chiromo to Blantyre, eventually to be extended from Blantyre 
to Lake Nyasa, is necessary for the welfare and advance of the 
Protectorate. At the present time almost the whole of the 
available labour supply, which should be employed in planting 
and other operations, is occupied carrying loads from the 
navigable Shire River to Blantyre, the Shire Highlands, and to 
the Upper Shire River. Transport work has so very largely 
increased that it is probable that during the current year the 
whole supply of labour will not be sufficient to cope with even 
the transport question. Natives prefer transport work to any 
other, as they can more quickly and easily earn money by this 
means. The British Central Africa Protectorate has probably now 
almost reached its limit of production and export, unless a railway 
is constructed from Chiromo to Blantyre. This would set free for 
ordinary plantation work the many thousands of natives now 
occupied in transporting loads on their heads. 

The mails for the Protectorate are as a rule brought by river 


Communications. 
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to Chikwawa during February, March, April, and May, these 
being the months when the navigation of the Shire above Chiromo, 
is usually practicable for the larger class of steamers. From 
Chikwawa the mails are conveyed to Blantyre and Zomba by road, 
the time taken averaging 10 and 24 hours respectively. 

During the period June to January the mails are taken by 
water to Chiromo, and carried overland from that place. The 
time taken for the overland transport varies according to the class 
of mail matter conveyed. In the case of letters, two days to 
Blantyre, and two and a half days to Zomba is a fair average. 

The incoming home mails usually reach the Protectorate 
(Blantyre) about 10 days after the arrival of the ocean steamers 
at Chinde. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,497.) 


ITALY. 


The following table showing the state of the Italian mercantile 
Mercantile marine during the last five years for which the 
Marine. figures are known has been published in the 

: ** Revue de Statistique” of 12th inst. :— 


Steamers. Sailing Vessels. 
Year. 
No. Tons. No. Tons 
1894 ... 207,530 6,231 571,605 
1895 ... eee oe 345 220,508 6,166 555,569 
1896 ... ae oe 351 237,727 6,002 527,554 
3697 ... 259,817 5,872 526,827 
1898 ... 277,520 5,764 537,642 
| 
BULGARIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Sofia, in his report to the Foreign 

Office, speaking of the transport of goods in 

Transport of Bulgaria, says “The question of 

is of the greatest importance ; it is really there 

that the Germans, especially, have their great advantage over us; 

our shipowners are allowed to charge at their own option a rate by 

the rea! ton or by a fictitious ton of 40 cubic feet, while German 

railways and steamship lines all fit in to each other in a uniform 
system of weight. 

“Perhaps if the law were to abolish the ton of measurement, 
competition would do the rest, i.e., would force the shipowners to 
charge by a smaller unit than 1 ton, and were this to take place, 
it would be advisable to use, for skipping purposes, at least, only 
the metric ton. The shipowners and the railways of every other 
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nationality have adopted the unit of 100 kilos., ¢.e., one-tenth of a 
ton, with the alternative unit of a wagon load, 7.e., 10 tons; and 
in a country such as Bulgaria there can be no doubt that a small 
unit suits importers better. If measurement tons were forbidden, 
at least the British merchant might know how to quote for delivery 
at a Bulgarian port, for at present in many instances they cannot 
calculate anything near the measurement.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,493.) 


H.M. Consul at Tientsin gives the following interesting particulars 
a with regard to railways in Northern China. 
No onstage , One branch of the development of the trade 
at Tientsin is due to the construction of the 
railroad to Shan-haikwan and thence east to Chinchou. The con- 
nection beyond it with Newchwang has only been formed this year, 
and, therefore, can hardly be taken into consideration as yet. But 
already contracts have been made for the transport of 90,000 coolies 
from Tientsin to work on the Russian line in Manchuria. 

An extension which is now being made north-east to Sin-ming- 
ting is confidently expected to produce an immense freight trade 
in grains. The country traversed has only recently been settled 
and is comparatively unknown, as it is off the main routes of 
travel, but its agricultural wealth is described as immense by the 
engineers who have been employed on the line. 

It is astonishing to see the movement of goods and passengers 
which has followed on the construction of the railroad which was 
built mainly for military purposes to Shan-haikwan and Chinchou. 
The district traversed lies between the sea and the range of 
mountains which forms the outworks of the Mongolian plateau. 
North of the mountains lies a country which was not expected to 
add to the trade of this port. Bordering the sea is a melancholy 
belt of mud flats, very sparsely inhabited, and there is no port of 
importance between the mouth of the Peh Tang River and Shan- 
haikwan. 

The strip of country traversed by the line is, however, thickly 
populated. Part of it is very fertile, producing rich crops of 
vegetables and millet, and the poorer lands have been turned to 
account for the growth of peanuts, which form one of the large 
items of export, not only for the table but also for the oil which 
is extracted from them. 

The long trains on the line are packed with Chinese passengers 
and carry many trucks of miscellaneous produce, in addition to the 
coal put out from the mines at Tangshan and Lin Si. 

Work now is going on towards the construction of the lin 
from Pao-ting-fu to Cheng-ting-fu (100 miles), but as there is a 
good deal of bridging to be done it will probably be months at 
least before the line will be complete. Rails are laid a little 
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beyond the town of Fang-shan-chiao, 20 miles from Pao-ting, and 
construction trains are running to that point, but there are no 
passenger trains running south of Pao-ting-fu. 

The route traversed by this line which closely follows the old 
main road to the south is of great importance. Large towns of 
considerable size lie close together. The country is very rich, and 
densely populated, and the line meets the two. great streams of 
traffic from Shansi with Peking, viz., that from the centre of the 
province by Huai-lu-Hsien and that from the south of the province 
which passes through North Honan. 

The country which borders the foot of the mountains of Shansi 
is distinctly richer than that which lies nearer to the sea. The 
railroad, therefore, will not only connect with two great trade 
routes to the West, but itself be fed from a populous and wealthy 
district. The town of Chinchou, near which it passes, is noticeable 
as the centre of the drug trade. Medicines from the north are 
generally carried to this town even if intended eventually for 
export from Tientsin. It is difficult to explain why this town 
should have become the centre of this particular trade. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,487.) 


The Acting British Consul at Samshui says, in his recent report to 
. ,. the Foreign Office, that as the restrictions under 
Inland — which the river trade is carried on, viz., that 
. West River steamers may not call at inland 
vad ecroeceesanes places, and steamers plying under the Inland 
Navigation Rules may not run between two treaty ports, have been 
the object of much criticism, it may perhaps be as well to explain 
the position for the information of those who are not acquainted 
with the subject. 
The Burmah Convention of 1897 opened to foreign commerce 
two ports and four ports of call on the West River. The Inland 


Steam Navigation Agreement opened the inland waters of China to 


steamers not being vessels of a sea-going type, and provided that 
they must confine their trade to inland waters, and must not go 
to places outside Chinese territory. The expression “ inland 
waters” is stated to have the meaning ascribed to “nei ti” in 


the Chefoo Convention, viz., the words “nei ti” apply as much 


to places “on the sea coast and river shores as to places in the 
interior, not open to foreign trade.” As the steamers on. the 
Hong-Kong line leave the territorial waters of China, it is held 
by the Chinese authorities that they have no claim to the benefits 
of the inland navigation agreement. The steamers from Canton, 
however, do not leave the territorial waters, and the only ground 
for their exclusion from the benefit of this agreement seems to be 
the provision that inland waters are opened to steamers not being 
vessels of a sea-going type. As, however, the provision originally 
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inserted in the rules that inland waters were to be open to “small” 
steamers was objected to, and the word “small” was subsequently 
omitted, and as the Canton steamers are only about 150 tons, 
their size does ‘not appear to be a good reason for their exclusion. 

The other complaint has been the refusal to allow vessels plying 
under the Inland Navigation Rules to run between two treaty 
ports. It is difficult to find a valid ground in the rules for this 
refusal, unless perhaps it is to be looked for in the meaning of the 
words “nei ti” as defined above. It is stated, however, that this 
prohibition has been withdrawn, at least as regards this port, and 
that inland launches now run from Canton through Samshui to 
the North River. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,467.) 


TIBET. 


The Report of the Commission of the Chinese Imperial Maritime 
Customs at Yatung for 1899 states that a 


Wi og scheme is on foot to connect the Jalep Pass 
ire Mope w*Y with Siliguri, by a wire rope way. One great 
ie p wna al drawback to trade across Sikkim is the expense 
P of pack transport. It is a slow and laborious 


method, and the number of mules available is limited. A wire 
rope way would seem to be well adapted to the Sikkim country, 
which is a mass of high hills and narrow valleys, and to be the 
cheapest way of supplying an expeditious means of transport to 
the plains. If the means of easy transport were at hand, trade 
with Tibet would benefit. Tibetans could work the transport 
on mules and yaks well enough up to the Jalep, but mule trans- 
port from the Jalep down to Kalimpong is both insufficient and 
dear. ‘Trade could also go on during the rains. Mule owners do 
not like to expose their animals to the heat and damp of the 
valleys, but on the Tibetan side of the pass it is drier and cooler ; 
in fact, wool is carried right through the summer to Gnatong, 
where it is stored till the rainy season is over. In the interest 
of Yatung trade it is to be hoped that the scheme will fructify. 


MINING, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
WEST AUSTRALIA. 


According to a communication received at the ne . ae from 
the office of the Agent-General for estern 
Australia, a has been received from | 

wees: the Government of Western Australia, stating 
that the crushing returns for the month of July for all gold mining 
companies in the colony are :— 

Ore treated te ... 110,215 tons. 

Yield of gold... 123,958 ounces. 

Average yield per ton ... ... loz, 2 dwts., 12 grains, 
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RUSSIA. 


According to a report by H.M. Commercial Agent at St. Peters- 
: burg, on 20th July the British steamship 
at Accomac” arrived in Cronstadt with 3,074 
mien tons of coal from Newport, North America, 
shipped by Ches. and Ohio Coal Agency Company—freight 17s. per 
ton. This is the first American coal ever brought to Cronstadt. 


The British Vice-Consul at Libau reports that during the past 

year the only addition to industrial enterprise 
mat ere onl has been a small manufactory of iron small- 
taxing & ware, but that before long it is said a Sheffield 
firm will have started a steel manufactory. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,505.) 


FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


According to a report received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 

Consul at Antananarivo, considerable local 

te a interest has been recently excited in con- 

i sequence of the discovery of comparatively rich 

deposits of alluvial gold in the valley of the Ampoasary, a tributary 
of the Mananjary river. 

This district was declared open to the public on 4th May, 1900. 
It extends from the source of the Ampoasary to its junction with 
the river Sahatsaka, a distance of about 10 miles, and includes the 
valley of the Ampoasary which averages from 8 to 9 miles in 
breadth. The auriferous deposits are found in the bed of the 
river and throughout the entire valley at a depth varying from 
1 to 30 feet. 

The present’ output of this small district is 225 kilogs. of gold 
per month; and is obtained from about 3,000 pans now at work. 
This total will probably be greatly exceeded during the present 
and following months, as the natives, tempted by the prospect of 
earning from 5s. to 6s. per day, are flocking to this field from all 
parts of the country. 

All the claims have been already pegged out, and with two or 
three exceptions they have been taken up and worked by French 
companies or syndicates. 

The district of Ampoasary is situated 70 kilometres due east of 
the town of Ambositra, and is about the same distance from the 
port of Mananjary on the east coast. The region, owing to the 
prevalence of fever, is extremely unhealthy, provisions are difficult 
to obtain, and foreigners arriving there would probably find it 
impossible to obtain labour, except at a very high rate, certainly at 
not less than 8s. per day. 
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The rate of wages for native carriers from the port of Mananjary 
to Ampoasary is 12s. per man. 

The districts indeed appear to offer little or no attractioa to 
British miners. 


ROUMANIA. 


The petroleum industry has made immense strides of late, and if 
Station only it can be fostered in a proper and befitting 
Industry manner, as seems likely to be the case, there is 

. no reason, according to the report of the British 

Acting Consul-General at Galatz, why Roumania should not enter 

the lists as a formidable rival to other petroliferous countries. 

The following table shows the number of borings and hand wells 
opened in the four principal petroliferous centres up to March, 

1899 :— 


Borings. Hand Wells. 

District. Non- Non- 

Productive Productive 

Productive. on being Productive. on being 
Bored. Bored. 
1. Dimbovitza ... 115 40 
2. Prahova noe wad 42 45 400 450 
3. Buzen ... ae ie 4 10 90 10 
4, Bacau ... ane = 40 8 340 120 
. Total ... 86 63 945 620 


The production of the above districts, which, in 1895, did not 
exceed 14,600 tons, rose in 1897-98 to 134,180 tons, a very con- 
siderable increase. Of these 134,180 tons, 19,511 tons were 
exported, and the remainder was refined yielding 93,382 tons of 
refined oil. 

Actually owing to the results obtained from the different 
borings and wells at Baicoi, Tintca and Campina, the production 
has risen to about 1,000 tons daily. In three years’ time it is 
calculated that the production will reach nearly 1,000,000 tons 
annually. 

During the last two years storage reservoirs have been con- 
structed at Bucarest, Ploesti, Baicoi, Gadjeni, Titu, Fetesti, Buzen, 
Marasesti and Galatz. 

The consumption of petroleum for use on the locomotives, which 
in 1896 only reached 2,200 tons, rose in 1899 to 15,200 tons, 
whilst that of lignite rose from 17,200 tons to 67,000 tons in the 
corresponding period. During the month of November last the 
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Roumanian State Railway locomotives, consumed no less than 
1,700 tons of petroleum and 8,374 tons of lignite. On the other 
hand, the sums of money expended by the railway directorate on 
fuel imported from abroad decreased by 16,000/. during the period 
1896-99. In order to provide the locomotives with petroleum, 
reservoirs of 100-200 tons capacity have been built at Turn 
Severin, Pitesti, Titu, Fetesti Marasesti, Ploesti, Buzen and 
Bucarest. These reservoirs are fitted with elevators and steam 
pumps for transferring the petroleum to the locomotives. Their 
approximate cost was 7,400/. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,486.) 


CHINA. 


With reference to a notice on p. 389 of last week's issue of the 

: h “Board of Trade Journal” the following 
Coal in Northern oxtract from a report by H.M. Consul at New- 
chwang is not without interest. A branch 
line to the coal mines 10 miles east of Yentai, on the section 
between Liao Yang and Monkden, and another 2} miles in 
length from Wa Fang Tien, on the main line, eastward to the coal 
mines at a place called Lu Shéng, 20 odd miles to the east of the 
city of Fu Chow in the Liao Tung Peninsula, are also in course of 
construction. At the former mines, little beyond the sinking of 
shafts and other preliminary works have as yet been carried out, 
while at the latter the output of coal has for some time averaged 
150 tons a day. The coal is at present carted to the railway at 
Wa Fang Tien for railway use; the completion, however, of the 
branch line now under construction will reduce the cost of the coal 
laid down at the station at Wa Fang Tien to less than 3s. per ton. 
As Wa Fang Tien is only 60 miles from the future port of Dalny 
at Ta Lien Wan, it is estimated that it will be possible to place 
coal on the market at Newchwang at the new port at less than 
8s. a ton, and Southern Manchuria may within a few years become 
a centre of supply. The coal field is large, but at least five years 
must elapse before it can be properly opened out, or any great 
surplus be available for export. It is, however, clear that eventually 
the Ports of Dalny and Port Arthur will be closed to Tientsin and 
Japanese coal. The coal, though a good steam coal, is somewhat 
dirty, but this may be remedied to a great extent by the use of 
cleaning plant already ordered. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2499.) 


The report on the trade of Pakhoi in 1899 issued by the Chinese 
Imperial Customs, states that a coal mine at 
Coal near Pakhoi. Shih-t’ou-pu under the auspices of a few in- 
fluential Chinese and the direction of a foreign 
engineer is being worked in earnest. Seams of good quality 
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bituminous coal, as well as anthracite, are reported to have been 
found, samples of which have been favourably reported upon, and 
it now only remains to set the plant in working order. Steam 
machinery was imported some time ago, and an order for trolley 
wheels, axles and rails is said to be under execution. The mine is 
situated close to the sea shore on the south coast of this peninsula, 
and can be reached from Pakhoi in 10 hours by chair. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


SWITZERLAND. 


The British Commercial Agent for Switzerland in a Report to the 
Foreign Office on the Swiss textile trade gives 
Trade in Textiles. some figures on which the following table is 
based, showing the value of the imports and 
export trade of Switzerland in textiles :— 


Imports into Switzerland 


dionets Exports from Switzerland to 


Textiles. 


Great Other Great Other 
Britain. |Countries. Total. Britain. |Countries. Total. 


£ £ £ 
Woollen Goods ...! 297,302 |1,566,051 |1,863,353 92,328 | 574,563 | 666,891 
Cotton and cotton 
goods .., 695,843 |1,626,811 2,322,154 || 994,377 |3,859,557 |4,853,934 
Silk goods 27,982 {5,438,900 [6,466,882 ||2,783,640 [5,734,708 18,468,343 
Ready-made goods.| 82,050 | 963,941 | 995,991 || 97,024 | 239,702 | 336,726 
Flax, hemp, jute, 
and ramie «| 97,115 | 869,720 | 466,835 8,541 37,170 40,711 


From the above summary it will be seen that out of a total of 
1,863,3531., the value of woollen goods imported into Switzerland, 
only 297,302/. worth came from Great Britain, or barely 16 per 
cent. of the whole; and in cotton and cotton goods, out of a total 
value of 2,322,000/., Great Britain only supplied 695,000/. worth, 
or about 30 per cent. of the whole. 


CHINA. 


The report of H.M. Consul at Kiukiang (Foreign Ofice, Annual 
Hemp in Central Series, 2,500) states that ‘“ramie grass,” or 


CI hemp, as it is called in the Customs returns, has 
increased steadily during the past few years. 
It is cultivated largely in the adjoining province of Hupei and 
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shipped from Kiukiang to the Shanghai market, whence it finds its 
way to Japan, Canton, Chinkiang, and other Chinese ports, where 
it is turned into the grasscloth so much worn by natives during 
the hot weather. Three crops are gathered during the year; the 
first, which is planted in the previous autumn, comes to perfection 
about the middle of June, the second in July, and the third about 
October. The second crop is inferior to both the others, as it only 
remains in the ground about a month and the excessive heat 
stunts its growth. The first is generally the best and in good 
seasons attains a height of 70 inches. It is made up in bales 
according to the length of the stalks and fetches from 12 to 
10 taels per picul of 133 lbs., the price depending upon the 
market in Japan, whither about 60 per cent. of the total ont-turn 
is exported. The second and third crops average about 11 to 
8 taels per picul.” 

The Consul goes on to say “I have only heard of one consign- 
ment having been made to the London market, but as I 
understand there is a demand for it in England, the following 
figures giving the quantities that have left the port during the last 
five years may not be out of place :-— 


Year. | Quantity. 
| Piculs. 
1895 ooo soe ose 37,039 
1896 | 46,668 


NotTE.—The export for last year was valued at 556,267 taels (83,440/.). 


German merchants are said to be purchasing it in Shanghai, and 
one trial shipment has been made to Hamburg direct from this by 
‘ anative hong (firm) which practically monopolises the trade here.” 

H. M. Consul at Kiungchow (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,501) 
reports that the quantity cf hemp exported from Kiungchow in 
1899 was almost treble that of the year before. 

Hemp, he says, is both imported into Hoihow, a port near 
Kiungchow, and exported thence. The kind imported comes from 
Swatow, and is of inferior quality. It is chiefly used for rope- 
making. The article exported—it is, no doubt, the ramie alluded 
to in the Kiukiang report—is used for the manufacture of grasscloth. 
Curiously enough, it is all exported to Swatow, or ultimately finds 
its way there: an exchange of the two descriptions of hemp thus 
taking place between the two ports. 
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The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as 
Gorn Prices received from the inspectors and officers of 
. Excise in the week ended 18th August, were 

as follow :— 


Wheat... 288, 10d. 
Barley... ove ove 238. 3d. 
Oats eon 198, 11d. 


For further particulars see p. 476, 


A statement is published on p. 477, showing the quantities of the 

;_ various descriptions of agricultural produce 
ee oe imported into the United Kingdom during the 
mm oduce. week ended the 18th inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1899, 


ANTIGUA. 


The “ Monetary Times” (Toronto) reports that, according to the 
commercial agent of Canada at Antigua, 
Sugar Crop. the sugar crop of that island has been a 
disappointing one. Of that product very little 
was sent to Canada, but there has been a good demand from that 
country for molasses. It is said that the increased preference on 
sugar offered by Canada will not affect the season’s crop, as it was 
nearly all shipped before the preference took effect. The agent 
also states that some increase of trade between Canada and the 
West Indies is probable, consequent upon the improved steamship 
service, 


TASMANIA. 


The following table, published in the official “ ae Gazette ” 

: of 3rd ult., gives an estimate of the acreage 

and yield of “the principal crops in 

- saeb.aeen for the past season. It will be observed that 

* there is a great decline in cereals, especially as 

regards wheat and oats, which may be attributed to the very dry 
season and to the ravages of insect pests. 

On the other hand, the great improvement in fruit crops, 
especially apples and pears, is most satisfactory. ‘There has also 
been a very considerable increase in all stock as compared with 
the previous year. 
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1898-99, 1899-1900. 


Area Produc- Area Produc- 
underCul-| tion per |junderCul- Produe- 


tivation. Acre. || tivation. tion. 


Acres. Bushels. | Bushels.|} Acres. Bushels. | Bushels, 
Wheat ooo -..| 85,287 | 2,303,512 27-00 64,328 | 1,093,576 17:00 


Barley eae sie 5,693 184,225 32°36 7,606 121,696 16°00 
Oats veel 59,509 | 2,271,070 | 38°17 || 41,110 | 1,027,750 | 25-00 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 


Hay 49,277 | 82,448 | || 42,308} 63,457 | 1-25 
Potatoes ... 20,241 88,166 | 4°35 |] 26,951] 87,591] 3:25 


Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
Hops 533 | 601,496 | 1128-50 651 729,120 | 1120°00 
Bushels. Bushels. 

Apples... am 363,915 642,600 

crops, including 

beans, peas, &c. 
Land in crop 258,542 224,939 
Land in permanent} 238,799 288,777 

artificially sown 

grasses. 
Total land in cul-| 532,267 543,381 


tivation. 


The following table shows the amount of live stock in the 
Colony in the years 1898-99, and 1899-1900 respectively :— 


Live Stock. | 1898-99, | 1899-1900. 
| No. | No. 
Horses 29,859 31,189 
Cattle | 149,753 160,204 
Sheep | 1,493,638 1,672,068 
Pigs... | 45,274 74,451 


FRANCE—COCHIN CHINA. 


The following information as to the cultivation of coffee in Cochin 

Coffee China is taken from a report on the subject by 

Cultivation. the Director of Agriculture in that Colony, 
published by the Office Colonial. 

Cochin China grows both Liberian and Arabian coffee. Of the 
former about 27,000 kilos.—22,000 kilos. by Europeans and 5,000 
by natives—are produced annually, and of the latter only about 
2,500 kilos. The Liberian coffee plant is found to be much 
hardier than the Arabian, and the cultivation of the latter, which 


| | 
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was the first introduced into the Colony, is being abandoned as it 
succumbs too readily to the attacks of the “ borer,” and is affected 
by the dampness of the climate. Attempts are being made, 
however, to acclimatise varieties of the coffea arabica from 
Réunion as well as of varieties of the arabica plant grafted on to 
the Liberia, and of hybrids of the two species. 

A considerable proportion of the coffee grown in Cochin China 
is bought by Chinese merchants, but planters are endeavouring to 
sell direct to the consumers, and the syndicate of coffee planters of 
Cochin China is taking steps to open a shop for the sale of coffee, 
The production of coffee in Cochin China is still less than the 
consumption, and coffee is imported by European firms. Prices of 
native coffee in Cochin China vary from 1 france 75 c. to 2 francs 
per kilog., when sold in quantities of 60 to 100 kilogs. or more. 
Coffee of one particular growth fetches 2 fr. 50 c. per kilog. 

About 145 hectares of coffee plantation are at present bearing, 
and about 147 more have been planted, but yield no coffee berries 
yet. ‘These will begin to bear when planted about three years, but 
no remunerative crop can be expected before they are five 
years old. 


FRENCH CONGO. 


The following particulars with regard to the cultivation of coffee in 
the French Congo are based on information 
Coffee Cultivation. supplied by the Director of the Experimental 
Cultivation Gardens at Libreville in reply to 
questions addressed te him by the “ Office Colonial ” in Paris. 
Liberian coffee is the kind principally grown in the French 
Congo, the cultivation of the San Thomé coffee (coffea arabica) 
being now almost abandoned. Kouilon coffee (coffet canephora) 
and Oubangi coffee (coffea Chaloti) grow wild, but the latter 
variety is now beginning to be cultivated. 
The amount of coffee exported from the French Congo during 
the past four years was as follows :— 


Kilos. 
41,281 


In January, 1900, 30,473 kilogs., valued at about 33,500 francs, 
were exported. The coffee is exported in bags of from 50 to 70 
kilogs. each, the freight for coffee, unhusked, being 66 francs per 
ton of 1,000 kilogs. by the Chargeur-Réunis steamer from Libreville 
to Havre. The bagging in which the coffee is packed is imported 
from abroad. The coffee planters who are themselves merchants 
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export their coffee to Europe themselves without the intervention 
of middlemen. Only a small quantity of the coffee is sold for local 
consumption, the retail price at Libreville being 2 francs 50 cents 
per kilog. 

There are at present about 100 hectares of coffee plantations in 
the colony in bearing, in addition about 150 hectares have been 
planted but will not yield a crop till about 1905. ; 

There is no export duty on coffee coming from the Gaboon 
district, but that produced in the conventional basis is dutiable at 
the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem on a valuation of 60 francs per 
100 kilogs. 


NoTEe.—Kilog = 2°2 Ibs. Hectare = 2°47 acres. Franc = 9°6d. 


GREECE. 


According to the “ Moniteur des Soies” of the 11th inst., the 

. Statistical Department of the Greek Ministry 

ni tied of Finance gives the following figures as show- 

1898 and 1899 ing the value of the exports of silk and cocoons 
* during the last two years :— 


| 1898, 1899. 

: £ 
Silk | 27,000 38,000 
Cocoons... 23,000 34,000 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
: during the week ended the 16th August was 
31,909, and the number imported during the 
33 weeks ended the 16th August was 1,915,522. As regards 
exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 16th August, 
7,273 bales, and for the 33 weeks, 233,030. 
For further details see p. 475. 


A formal investigation was held at Haslingden on the 8th and 9th 

Inquiries inst. into the circumstances attending the 

eiitey te Sete explosion of a kier or boiler at the Holden 

Explosions Act. Wood Bleachworks on the 28th June last, 
whereby loss of life ensued. 

The kier was made from the shell of an old boiler in the year 
1870 and it was intended for a working pressure of 40 lbs. per 
square inch. The person for whom it was made ceased to work it 
and from 1879 to 1890 it was used by a paper manufacturer at a 

ressure of from 35 to 40 Ibs. per square inch. From November, 
1889, to July, 1890, it was used by a cotton waste bleacher at a 
pressure of from 50 to 60 lbs. per square inch and in 1898 it was 
purchased by the Company who owned it at the time of the 
explosion. 

The Managing Director of the Company having been informed 
of the pressure at which the kier had been worked in 1889-90 
decided to work it at a pressure of less than 40 lbs. The pressure 
at which the boiler supplying it with steam was worked was about 
60 lbs., a reducing valve was fitted to reduce the pressure to 26 
Ibs., and a steam stop valve was also fitted. 

In February last a new boiler was obtained, the safety valve 
being loaded to 120 lbs. and the working pressure being from 80 
to 90 lbs., but the fittings to the kier were not altered. On the 
28th June the strap, which caused the kier to revolve, broke, and 
the attendant closed the stop valve. About three hours afterwards 
the kier exploded. It was rent in two, one part being thrown 
against the side wall of the building, which was seriously damaged, 
and the other part opened out nearly flat. The floor and roof of 
the building were partly destroyed. Eight persons were injured, 
one of them so seriously that he died the following day. The stop 
valve and reducing valve being tested under steam were found to 
be inoperative, very nearly the full boiler pressure being admitted 
into the kier when the stop valve was supposed to be closed. 

The Court found that when the kier was purchased by the 
company no proper steps were taken to ascertain the pressure at 
which it could safely be worked. That a competent person was 

-not employed to fit up the kier, and that a steam pressure gauge 
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and a safety valve should have been fitted between the reducing 
valve and the kier. 

That the mountings of the kier were not overhauled, and that 
no measures were taken to ascertain the pressure at which the kier 
could safely be worked when the new boiler was supplied in 
February last, and that proper measures were not taken to ensure 
that the kier was being worked under safe conditions. The Court 
found that the explosion was due to overpressure of steam, the stop 
valve and reducing valve being inoperative, and the kier being 
unfit to withstand the pressure of about 90 lbs. per square inch to 
which it was subjected at the time. 

They were of opinion that the explosion was owing to the 
neglect of the managing director and manager, for which the 
company were held responsible. 

They were ordered to pay 501. towards the costs and expenses of 
the investigation. 


A formal investigation was held at Darwen on the 10th inst. 
into the circumstances which attended the explosion of a boiler or 
kier at the Collins Paper Mill on the 4th July last. 

The kier was made in 1870 for a working pressure of 60 lbs. per 
square inch but from that time until 1892 it was only worked at a 
pressure of about 30 lbs.,a safety valve being fitted to prevent that 
pressure from being exceeded. It 1894 it was purchased by the 
Collins Paper Mill Company and it was thereafter supplied with 
steam from a boiler worked at a pressure of 65lbs. per square inch, 
a reducing valve being fitted to reduce the pressure in the kier to 
30 Ibs. and a steam gauge was also fitted between the valve and the 
kier. On the 4th July the kier was filled with rags, sacking and 
water, the doors were put on, it was set revolving, and steam was 
admitted into it about 5.30 p.m. About 8 p.m. it exploded. The 
angle iron compensating ring round one of the filling holes had 
previously fractured at the wold and beneath this fracture was a 
crack in the plate. This rupture extended for about 12 ins. longi- 
tudinally and through the rivet holes at the middle ring of plating 
for a length of about 4 feet. Part of the roof and one en1 of the 
building was destroyed but no one was injured. The Court found 
that no measures were taken to ascertain the pressure at which the 
kier could safely be worked, and that neither the Director of the 
Company nor the Manager caused it to be examined periodically 
by a competent person; that the duty of examining the kier 
was undertaken by the Manager and that he never made any 
proper examination of it, the fracture in the angle iron ring being 
of long standing and it could readily have been seen. 

The Court were of opinion that the kier should have been fitted 
with a safety valve in addition to the steam gauge. 

They found that the explosion was due to the fracture of the 
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angle iron ring at the wold, the kier in that condition being unfit 
for any useful working pressure; that the reducing valve was 
inoperative, and steam at the pressure at which the boiler was 
being worked (about 63 lbs.) was probably admitted into the kier 
at the time of the explosion. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the neglect of the 
Director and Manager of the Company for which they held the 
Company responsible, and they were ordered to pay the sum of 
251. towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


The special meeting of Chambers of Commerce 
: of the United Kingdom will be held at the 
Palais des Congrés, the Exhibition, Paris, in 
yews ag the first week of September, Lord Avebury 
(President of the Association) taking the chair. 
United Kingdom ‘The London Chamber of Commerce will move a 
ios Senin. resolution to the effect that the Association 
think it is most desirable to take steps to urge 
the extension of technical and commercial education throughout 
the Empire, and that, wherever possible, this education should be 
placed under public control, and that the association is of opinion 
that the utmost effort should be made to encourage and furnish 
facilities for commercial education as a branch of technical and 
scientific study, and that the Home and Colonial Governments be 
moved to give grants in aid thereof equal in amount to those 
bestowed on other Science and Art Schools; and, further, that it 
is desirable that Chambers of Commerce should be represented on 
Boards of Education. Resolutions will also be moved on the 
subject of the examination of passengers’ luggage, on the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act: approving of reforms in the 
Companies Law Amendment Act, long advocated and now 
obtained: asking for a Bill to amend the ‘Trades Marks Act: and 
expressing the opinion that the law relating to bills of lading 
required amendment. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


The total value of the imports into tho British Central Africa 
Trade Protectorate for the year 1899-1900, according 
to the report of Mr. Commissioner Sharpe, 


in 1899-1900. vag 183,4351. as compared with 113,883. in 
1898-1899. A comparison of the imports for 1899-1900, through 
Chiromo, with the imports for the year 1898-99, shows a net 
increase of 60,5611. 18s. 6d., as follows :— 
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Articles imported vid 
Chiromo. Inc. ease, Decrease. 
& s. d, & «s. d. 

Arms and ammunition 153 15 
Provisions ... 8,524 19 11 
Hardware... 11,523 17 9 
Soft goods... ose one peu 40,218 19 0 
Free goods ... 2,881 11 8 
Sundries 2,875 4 8 

Total 63,590 13 2 3,028 19 8 

J 
Net increase... 60,561 13 6 


*In this return the value of new rifles used in re-arming (1899-1900) the 
1st Battalion Central Africa Regiment (5,200/.) has not been included, 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,497.) 


TASMANIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘“‘ Hobart Gazette” 

, official) of 3rd ult., which contains regulations 

* The Registration of Firms Act, 1899,” 

of 9 promulgated by an Order in Council, dated the 

; 2nd July, 1900. The “ Gazette” containing 

these regulations may be seen on application at the Commercial 

Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


RUSSIA. 


According to a report by H.M. Commercial Agent at St. Petersburg, 
the great annual Nijni-Novgorod Fair, just 


a ie opening, promises from all accounts to be a com- 
re 00 ar parative failure this year, the larger St. Petersburg, 


Moscow, and Lodz manufacturers refraining from 
sending big lots. Harvest prospects in Russia are good, a 
circumstance which usually reacts to the advantage of the Fair, 
and the rivers, whose state of navigation also influence prices at 
the Fair, are this year too in a favourable condition though fuel is 
dear, but so far practically no business has been done, and the 
prospects generally are extremely gloomy. 


Aug. 23, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 465 


Miscellaneous. 


GERMANY. 
A further extract from the recent report by the Second Secretary 
to H.M. Legation at Munich, says that 


pio acetylene lighting is making good progress 
a in Bavaria. A large firm which erects ex- 


tensive acetylene installations, principally for 
factories, has been commissioned by the Bavarian State Railways 
to light several railway stations with pure acetylene, and to erect 
the necessary plant for lighting railway carriages with acetylene 
oil gas. ‘The railway station at Oberhausen is now attached 
to the acetylene gasworks of this firm. Further orders for 
lighting with acetylene oil gas have been placed with other firms. 

The first acetylene gasworks for lighting small towns was 
erected at Hassfurt, a town of 2,500 inhabitants, price 2 pf. per 
hour, and 20 candle-power. About 26 other small towns are so 
lighted in Germany. 

Three months ago the carbide works at Lechlerwell commenced 
working with 2,000 h.p., to be increased later on ; electric plant 
by Siemens and Halske, 2,500 h.p. kept in reserve. 

An acetylene congress was held at Nuremberg in October, 1899, 
and an exhibition at Cannstadt, in Wiirtemberg. 

It would appear that Germany is likely to make herself as 
prominent in the acetylene industry as she has done in the electrical 
industry, notably electric traction and lighting, owing, in great 
measure, to the spread of technical education, According to Mr. 
Frederick Rose, H.M. Consul at Stuttgart, there were 120 firms in 
Germany at the end of 1899 engaged in the different branches of 
the acetylene industry. 

Steatite burners are almost entirely manufactured by two 
Nuremberg firms, who have made great improvements. 

A well-known electrical firm in Nuremberg has acquired water- 
power in Norway, at Sarpfoss, and also that of the Glommens ; 
and other firms have acquired similar rights, representing in each 
case no less than 20,000 to 40,000 hp., for the production of 
carbide. Carbide is also produced in Germany. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,489.) 


FRANCE. 
The ‘‘ Economiste Frangais ” of the 11th inst. publishes some inter- 
. esting particulars with regard to the alcohol 
— al production of France. In 1899, according to 
. statistics collected by the Department of 


Indirect Taxation, the quantity of alcohol produced by professional 
distillers, &c., amounted to 2,508,583 hectolitres as compared with 
172,543 hectolitres for 1898, and 858,178 hectolitres, the 
average for ten years. This increase is due to a_ great 
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extent to an extended distillation of beetroot juice. Not only 
were more beetroots grown in 1899 than usual, but the crop was 
better than ordinary. The increase in the area under beetroots is 
attributed to the better price obtained for alcohol in 1898 (46 
francs per hectolitre, as compared with 42 francs in 1897, and 36 
francs in 1896). This increase in price also caused more spirits to 
be brewed from grain. The abundance of the crops also brought 
about an increase in the production of alcohol from wine, cider, 
perry, &c. 

Of 5,864 professional distillers at work in 1899—this figure 
being 1,764 more than in 1898—182 used farinaceous substances, 
8 potatoes, 328 molasses and beetroot, 595 wine, 2,078 cider and 
perry, 2,399 residuum and lees, 191 fruits, and 85 various other 
substances. Manufacture on a large scale is carried on in 250 
distilleries, 56 of which in 1898-9 had a production of more than 
10,000 hectolitres each. 

Besides the manufacture of alcohol carried on by professional 
distillers under the surveillance of the Department of Indirect 
Taxation, which is able to give exact statistics of production, there 
is also the production of alcohol by bouillewrs de cru, i.e., the 
manufacture by farmers, &c., of home-made spirits for household 
consumption from fruit of their own growth. This production in 
which 338,257 boulliewrs de cru shared, is estimated at 90,975 
hectolitres in 1899, or 14,555 more than that in 1898. 


* Hectolitre = 22 imperial gallons. 


FRANCE—TAHITI. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of despatch from H.M. Consul at Tahiti 


Trade in 1699. enclosing Trade returns, as follow, of the 
Society Islands for the year 1899 :— 
Imports. 
Value, 
Articles, 
1897, 1898. 1899. 


Printed and plain cottons, calicoes, muslins,| 29,212 15,816 21,720 
shirtings, woollen goods, &c. 
Tronmongery and hardware ope 17,743 14,068 8,456 
General groceries, tinned and salt provisions, 20,351 17,336 19,714 
oilmen’s stores, &e. 


Breadstuffs, grains, &c. ... 17,321 16,551 15,636 
Building materials 4,498 5,168 5,308 
All other articles ... ans 54,504 48,413 42,490 


Total | 148,629 | 117,852 | 113,824 


| 466 
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Exports. 
Value 
Articles, 
1897, 198, 1899. 
£ £ 

Copra en ca 42.715 58,144 
Mother-of-pearl shell 44,664 86,014 30,793 
Vanilla... eve “on eae 35,408 20,468 33,701 
All other articles... ese eee 11,216 4,692 5,238 
Total .« 118,458 103,799 127,876 


Of the total value (127,876/.) of the articles imported into 
Tahiti in 1899, 57,2021. (including Government stores valued at 
9,908/.), came from the United States, 19,4321. from Australia and 
New Zealand, 13,033/. from France and her colonies, whilst the 
imports from Great Britain only amounted to 7,5191. 

As regards exports, of the total value of 127,8761., 58,5431. went 
to the United States, 24,7011. to Great Britain, 16,5151. to France 
and her colonies, and 9,562/. to Australia and New Zealand. 


TURKEY. 


According to the “Levant Herald” of 9th inst., the Sultan has 
ordered that the necessary measures be taken to 


establish direct telegraphic communication 
peg the with the East Indies. Formerly communications 
eaiien were made through Fao at the extremity of the 


Gulf of Bussorah, but this line has not been 
maintained, and despatches now go over the English and Russian 
cables through Persia. The project for the re-organisation of the 
telegraph line to the East Indies includes the establishment of one 
or two wires between I"ao and Bagdad having connection with the 
network of the capital by Aleppo on the one part and by Diarbékir 
on the other. The administration of posts and telegraphs has 
taken steps in order to commence the work immediately. The 
estimated expenses vary from 30,000 to 40,000 Turkish pounds. 
The rates for messages will be less than those of foreign lines by 
50 centimes per word in order to efficiently compete with them, 
and to divert messages to the Government line. 


In his recent report on trade in Turkey, the President of the 
me British Chamber of Commerce in Constantinople 
British Agents for 


a writes as follows :— 
“Much has been said about the unadaptive- 


ness of British manufactures to the requirements of foreign con- 


468 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Aug. 23, 1900, 


Miscelluneous. 


sumption. This, doubtless, has been one of the causes of a decline 
in British trade. I say, has been, because it is certain that there is 
a great change for the better in this respect in the past years, but 
what the British manufacturer still continues to fail in is a willing- 
ness to understand the urgent necessity of employing Englishmen 
as agents. If they only knew the harm they do themselves and 
- their trade by the course they follow of employing men and firms 
not amenable to British law, who even by national sympathies are 
— of British trade, they would most certainly change their 
policy.” ; 


A despatch, dated 10th inst., has been received at the Foreign 

. Office from H.M. Consul-General at Smyrna 

aes at bad transmitting a translation of the measures pre- 

and Raisi scribed by the local medical board, in connec- 

* tion with the fig and raisin packing operations 

with a view to preventing any possibility of the plague, supposed 

to be existing in Smyrna since the month of May in a very mild 
form from spreading to other countries. 

The measures are :— 

1. The interior of warehouses in which fig packing is carried on 
must be whitewashed, and the ground floor disinfected with a 
solution of lime. 

2. The warehouses will be visited by Colonel Dr. Faik Bey and 
Dr. Mizzi, members of the medical board, who will prescribe the 
number of packers to be employed in each warehouse. 

3. The sea water used in fig packing will be drawn at a spot far 
from the shore. 

4, Fig packers must wash their hands and feet every day before 
commencing work, 

5. Fig packers must wear clothes specially set apart for the 
work. 

6. The owners of warehouses must engage competent physicians 
to examine the sanitary condition of their packers. 

Packers who desire to be employed in the warehouse must fur- 
nish evidence as to their being in good health and the executive 
committee of the medical board will see to the carrying out of all 
-the prescribed measures. 

This committee is composed of Colonel Dr. Faik Bey, principal 
physician to the military hospital, Dr. Mizzi, sanitary doctor, 
Mehmed Ali Effendi, sanitary inspector, and Dr. Nouri Bey, 
bacteriologist. 

7. They must change every day the clothes used by them. 

8. These rules will also be observed in warehouses in which 
raisin packing is carried on. 
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UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received from the United State; Bureau 

of Statistics the following table which shows 

—- — the principal exports to Cuba, Porto Rico, 

Semel out the Hawaii, and the Philippine Islands during the 
< year ended 30th June, 1900. 


Philippines. 
' Articles, Cuba. Porto Rico. Hawaii, | Philippines. 
Dollars.* Dollars.* Dollars.* Dollars.* 
Provisions ... Kei «| 5,214,489 870,897 434,363 60,244 
Iron and steel and manu-| 3,717,127 579,505 4,064,306 383,892 
factures. 
Breadstuffs ... 2,914,870 1,013,204 1,022,955 168,726 
Wocd and manufactures of | 2,122,553 368,985 1,314,957 84,127 
Animals... 2,983,766 3,751 235,622 441,950 
Vegetables ... 825,090 104,790 90,842 54,814 
Coal and coke é00 ad 738,614 53,960 119,628 142,793 
Malt liquors oe ea SE 101,217 186,720 563,950 
Cotton manufacture ees 612,252 305,080 572,551 29,744 
Oils, mineral is eee 484,984 99,296 227,680 7,774 
Chemicals and drug dau 434,321 59,098 192,788 48,955 
—- and manufactures 340,570 38,788 307,270 32,341 
of. 
Paper and manufactures ... 271,997 52,314 101,274 52,843 
Cars and carriages... Sua 253,622 21,175 70,389 24,197 
Scientific instruments... 218,307 32,392 115,127 13,182 . 
Tobacco manufactures 196,553 564 332,759 12,493 
Agricultural implements ... 175,816 7,389 12,628 1,725 
Glass and glassware ae. 158,474 14,412 51,311 6,012 
Copper, manufactures of...) 111,860 8,042 234,227 3,129 
Hay ... 29,200 246 165,634 162,199 
Clocks and watches xe 23,848 649 18,627 19,014 
Spirits distilled ... ee 20,763 8,362 47,109 150,252 


* Dollar = 4s, 2d. 


With reference to an article which appeared on pp. 100-101 
Trade with of the “Board of Trade Journal” for the 12th 
Sunte ink ult., the Board of Trade have now received from 

. the United States Bureau of Statistics a com- 
munication stating that the commerce between the United States 
and Porto Rico during the two months in which the new tariff act 
has been in operation shows an enormous increase over that of the 
corresponding two months of the preceding year. This is the more 
observable because of the assertion which has been frequently 
made during the past few months that the island is practically 
impoverished since the storm of last August. Notwithstanding 
the conditions due to the storm both as to material for exportation 
and facilities for purchase, the exports to the United States in 

May and June, 1900, were 50 per cent. in excess of those of the 
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corresponding months of 1899, and the imports from the United 
States were more than double those of the same months in 1899. In 
May and June, 1899, the imports into the United States from 
Perto Rico, as shown by the reports of the Treasury Bureau of 
Statistics, were 1,461,998 dols., and in May and June, 1900, they 
were 2,522,124 dols. In May and June, 1899, the exports to 
Porto Rico from the United States were 666,987 dols., and in May 
and June, 1900, they were 1,587,478 dols. Thus the imports into 
the United States from Porto Rico show in May and June, 1900, 
an increase of about 60 per cent. over those of the same months of 
1899, both of which occurred prior to the storm of that year, and 
the exports from the United States to Porto Rico show an increase 
of about 140 per cent. over the corresponding months of 1899. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to previous notices on the question of Portuguese 
labels on foreign goods imported into Brazil, 
a despatch dated J is. been received 
Sa es at the Foreign Office, from H.M. Chargé 
pare d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, stating that, in 
consequence of the petition against the prohibition of Portuguese 
import labels, the Tariff Committee introduced into Congress, on the 
17th instant, a Project of Law ordering that all Foreign merchan- 
dise bearing labels or words (“‘dizeres”), wholly or partly, in the 
Portuguese language, shall have printed across such labels or 
inscriptions in capital letters of bright colour the place of their 
manufacture (“‘ procedencia da sua fabricagao”). The final article 
of this measure revokes all provisions to the contrary. It is 
explained that objects used for purposes of advertisement, such as 
cards, placards, posters, are to be considered with regard to 
Customs classification as printed matter (“obras impressas”). 
The despatch states also that the postponement of the application 
of the regulation in order to give those interested time to comply 
with them is being urged on the Brazilian Government. 


CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Kiukiang reports that the export of brick tea 

from that port in 1899 rose to 43,352 piculs, as 
eearen ”~ against 33,831 piculs in 1898, and this might 

be considerably augmented if tea dust were 
procurable in larger quantities. It is curious to notice Ceylon tea 
dust figuring amongst the imports; this occurs for the first time 
this year, a small consignment having been brought in by the 
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Russian firms at Kiukiang by way of experiment. It is stronger 
and more highly flavoured than the China dust and is to be used 
in the manufacture of brick tea. (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,500.) 


H.M. Consul at Kiungchow reports that nearly all the foreign 
goods re-exported from that port now go to 


Kwangchow Bay, the new French settlement 
French Settle- to the north-east of the Leichow Peninsula 
ment on the : 


‘ Leichow Whilst these re-exports only amounted in value 
Sesteadn. to 5951. 8s. 7d. in 1898, no less than 11,4871. 
worth of foreign goods were sent to Kwang- 
chow Bay via Kiungchow in 1899. 
The following table gives particulars of this trade :— 


Foreign Goods Re-Exported to Kwangchow Bay. 


Out of a Total 
Articles. Re-Exports. Import of. 

Tron (bars, nails, &c.)... 83 8 | 1,130 14 
Beans and peas 94 16 5,836 13 
Butter and cheese... 392 11 548 5 
Cigars and cigarettes ... 100 16 197 14 
Flour. ..» don 936 12 12,287 17 
Provisions (not otherwise specified) 2,740 10 4,444 16 
Rice sad 468 15 78,927 0 
Tea, black 317 11 641 2 
Wine, beer, and spirits 3,488 2 4,059 1b 
Sugar, white ... 218 17 385 
Soap 175 1 278 14 
Mineral and aerated waters ave 265 4 376 4 
Miscellaneous ... 2,24 17 267,425 5 

Total ABT | $76,539 3 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,501.) 


H.M. Consul at Amoy reports that the Government at Manilla 
have not removed the prohibition against 


oe Chinese immigration. They allow, however, 
eo as those who had left during the war to return, 
Philippines. 


and some 4,000 sailed from Amoy during 1898. 
All those who have any knowledge of the subject agree that the 
Philippines can never be successfully developed without Chinese 
labour, and look on the prohibition as suicidal. 


The same report states that the occupation of Formosa by the 
Japanese appears to have driven the natives in 


Chi considerable numbers over to Amoy. Impatient 
ill as they may have been of Japanese rule 
as Japanese. 


in Formosa, they are not slow to avail them- 


] 
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selves in Amoy of the advantages of Consular assistance. At least 
1,000 Formosa Chinese are registered at the Japanese Consulate as 
Japanese subjects, and no less than 80 mercantile businesses kept 
by Chinese of unmixed blood are registered at the custom-house 
as Japanese firms. An active propaganda is also being carried on 
in the interior by Japanese priests. While we require that per- 
sons of Chinese blood should show two generations of residences in 
a British colony to entitle them to British protection in China, the 
mere fact of having been resident in Formosa, and in many cases 
even a slighter qualification, is sufficient for a Chinese to secure 


Japanese protection in Amoy. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,502.) 


JAPAN. 


The report of the Acting British Consul at Hakodate states that 
the herring fisheries of Hokkaido resulted in 
1899 in a production of 132,308 tons of herring, 
and the sardine catch amounted to 9,821 tons. 
The production of fish manure from these 
sources was 10,729 tons. 

The salmon fisheries produced 1,768 tons of salmon, valued at 
eet 24,0001., and 810 tons of salmon trout, valued at about 

0001. 

No Canadian or United States sealers visited the port of Hako- 
date during 1899, but 13 Japanese vessels were engaged in the 
sealing industry, the take for the season being 6,805 seals and 17 
sea otters, which were exported from Hakodate and Yokohama. 
The seals fetched 55s. per skin in the market, which is considered 
a good price. 

To encourage pelagic fishing, the Japanese Government in 1897 
passed a law granting subsidies, and by this law sealing schooners 
are allowed 10 yen for each ton of registered tonnage, and 10 yen 
for each man employed. The tonnage engaged is, however, 
insufficient to claim the whole grant, and apart from the subsidy 
it is doubtful whether the majority of the sealing vessels would 
make ends meet, owing to inexperience and lax methods on the 
part of the men. 

The sealers commence their season about March off the coast of 
Japan north of Inuboye. About May they find the seals in and 
around Volcano Bay in the Hokkaido, but in May the animals 
travel north very fast, and few are then caught south of the 
neighbourhood of Copper Island. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,503.) 


Fisheries in 
Northern 
Japanese waters. 
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COREA. 


According to ‘‘ Le Monde Economique ” of 11th inst., the number 
and nationality of the foreigners employed by 
the Corean Government is as follows :-- 

Eleven Japanese, four Americans, three 
English, two French, two Russian, one German, one Chinese and 
one Swiss. The Japanese are superior in numbers but the posts 
they hold are insignificant. Englishmen are for the moment 
masters of the situation and have the greatest authority, and next 
to them the Americans have the most influence. 


Foreigners in 
Corea. 


REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Dundee.—The monthly meeting of the Directors was held on the 
2nd inst., Mr. John Couper, president, in the chair. A letter was 
read from the Dover Chamber of Commerce forwarding the reply 
of the Trinity House, London, to their Chamber’s request for 
communication with light vessels by wireless telegraphy. The 
reply was to the effect that the Board are fully aware of the 
advantages that might be derived from the connection of light 
vessels with the shore by means of wireless telegraphy, but as 
the matter is now being dealt with by an inter-departmental 
committee appointed by the Board of Trade, they are unable at 
present to entertain the request of the Dover Chamber. 

The official programme of the meeting of the Associated 
Chambers of the United Kingdom to be held in Paris in September 
next, was read, and the resolutions to be then proposed were 
considered. 


Glasgow.— At the monthly meeting of the Glasgow Chamber of 
Commerce on the 13th inst., Mr. J. Handasyde Dick, presiding, 
Mr. Galloway moved as a motion that trust associations, com- 
binations, &c., were prejudicial to the commercial interests of the 
country and an injustice to others engaged in the same trades by 
creating monopolies, and that Parliament be petitioned to take 
such steps as may be considered necessary to prevent them. 

The motion was tabled, and the whole subject will come up for 
consideration at the next meeting of the Chamber. 


Liverpool.—At a special meeting of the African Trade Section of 
this Chamber, held on the 13th inst., under the presidency of Mr. 
Alfred L. Jones, the question of the assimilation, as far as possi- 
ble, of the tariffs of Dahomey, Lagos, Southern Nigeria, and the 
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Cameroons was under consideration. It was resolved to ask for 
a conference between members of the Committee and the Adminis- 
trator of Lagos and High Commissioner of Southern Nigeria, 
who are now in England, with a view to the discussion of matters 
affecting those colonies, and a sub-committee was appointed to 
formulate the subjects on which the conference might be held, 
if arranged for. 

A copy of proposed regulations under which timber concessions 
should in future be granted in Southern Nigeria was submitted. 


South of Scotland—At a recent meeting of this Chamber Mr. 
Craig-Brown, Selkirk, said he had recently been in communication 
with Herr Dictel, President of the German Association of 
Woolcombers and Yarn Spinners, who was anxious to have the 
co-operation of British woollen manufacturers in putting a stop 
to the pernicious operations of the Marché 4 Terme in France and 
Belgium. It was a system which had introduced into the wool 
trade a system of speculation akin to that in iron warrants and 
cotton futures. It had led to deals in wool and wool-tops on the 
part of outsiders who had nothing to do with the wool trade or its 
kindred industries, from capitalists and shopkeepers down to 
workmen, and even domestic servants. There could not be a 
doubt that this speculation had been the chief cause of the feverish 
and abnormal rise in the price of wool in 1899, and was in the 
same way accountable for the unprecedented slump from which 
they were now suffering. The spinners of Germany, France, 
Russia, Italy, and Austria had already protested against the Marché 
a Terme, and they desired to have a similar protest by those 
interested in the woollen trade of Great Britain. It was believed 
that such representations would have a powerful influence upon the 
decisions of the Governments to which they were addressed. He 
moved a resolution as follows :—‘“That, in the opinion of this 
Chamber, the operations of the Marché a Terme in France and 
Belgium have had disastrous effects on the wool trade and woollen 
industries ; and that the secretary be instructed to take such steps 
as may be deemed necessary to respectfully bring the resolution 
under the notice of the French and Belgian Governments.” 
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Cotton Returns. 

’ Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 33 Weeks ended 16th August, 1900. 


Week 33 Weeks ! 
ended ended H 
16th August, | 16th August, | 
| 1900. 1900, | 
ImrortTs. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American eee eco eee eee eee eee 29,013 1,483,548 | 
Miscellaneous ... ose 1,797 40,153 
31,909 1,915,522 
EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
Miscellaneous ... 101 6,849 | 


| 

| 
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Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 


from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
18th August, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. a 4. 
Wheat eee ove ove 32,812 4 28 10 
608 4 23° 8 
Oats eee oe eee ee eve ee 3,593 3 19 1 l 
Comparative statement for the 


from 1896 to 1899 :— 


corresponding week in each of the years 


Quantities Sold. | Average Price. 
Corre- | 
eek in | 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus. s. a. d, 
1896 _—....| 60,966 0 1,905 3 8,486 5 22 4 21 11 14 3 
1897 _...| 49,483 6 742 7 5,422 7 30 4 19 2 17 2 
1898 oo-| 15,672 4 206 4 5,480 1 32 7 24 4 19 11 
1899 o-.| 33,399 3 437 7 6,120 6 24 7 26 11 17 4 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| 
| 


Aug. 23, 1900.7 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 477 


Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 

uce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 

18th August, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
18th August,} ing week 


1900. in 1899, 

Animals, living 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... «. Number 12.618 9,124 4 
and lambs .,. ste 8,414 4 242 

wine eee eee oe = —_ 

Fresh meat :— 
Beef Cwts, 78,762 79,271 

or’ $2 

or preserved ‘meat :— 

or eee oe 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... : 8,869 7,454 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than bysalting 9,673 18,364 | 

Dairy produce and 
Butter... Cwts, 82,155 81,220 

68,5 40 
Mile 18,355 19,319 
Milk’ and cream, “freeh or preserved, 
other than condensed m milk ... ove 246 27 

.. ove Grt. Hundr, 302,237 254,653 

Poultry ‘and game oe eco Value £ 2,908 2,133 | 

dead (not tinned) eco Cwts. 865 ‘ 

ove eee 38 202 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 7 : 
Wheat ove Cwts, 1,215,500 1,667,400 
q Wheat-meai and flour 504,700 477,300 
Oats eve eee 502,000 190,100 
ns ove ose ove 17 "400 
Maize orIndiancom <.. ons 1,204,400 1 4,172,300 

Fruit, raw :— Cwts. Bushels. 
Apricots and peaches* ... ... 1900. 679 on 

Cwts. Bushels 
rapes... eve ove 33,890 77,252 | 
ox 1900 1392 5,482 
Pears ove 43,651 62,393 { 
raw berries’ eee see 
Unenumerated ae 58 350 105,016 

Hebe ooo - = 2,945 

raw :— 

nions ... ove «se ove eee Bushels, 13,032 179,233 
Unenumerated Value £ 904 | 499 909 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated p prior to 1900. 
¢ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 
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TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of July, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. | The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 

THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number for the 15th inst. contains 
special articles on the State of the Labour Market in June: 
Proceedings under the Workmen’s Compensation Act and the 
Employers’ Liability Act in 1899: Profit Sharing in 1899-1900: 
Spring and Summer Hirings in Scotland: Report of the Chief 
Inspector of Factories 1899: Extension of “ Factory ” Provisions 
to “ Power Using” workshops in Germany. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 

Imperial Institute. Indian Section. Annual Report for the year 
1899-1900. [Cd. 268.] Price 6d. 

This Return contains the Report on the Administration of the 
Section during the year 1899-1900. 

The Curator’s Report shows that during the year 684 new speci- 
mens were added to the collections, raising the total number of Indian 
products and manufactures exhibited in the Galleries to 11,226, 

During the year 232 samples were issued from the Indian 
Section to the Scientific Department and to outside experts, and 
reports on many of these samples have been forwarded to the 
Government of India. 

Professor Wyndham Dunstan’s Report again shows that the 
work done for the Government of India in the Scientific and 
Technical Department of the Imperial Institute has continued to 
increase. Reports on several subjects of great interest such as 
tanning agents, coal, coke, and limestone, india-rubber, some 
medicinal plants “ Kamala” (Mallotus philippinensis) and Furcroca 
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gigantea have already been forwarded to India, and further work 
is in progress on fibres, foodgrains, and medicinal plants. 

Africa, No. 6 (1900). Preliminary Report by H.M. Special 
Commissioner on the Protectorate of Uganda. [Cd. 256.] Price 2d. 

This is a short preliminary Report by Sir H. H. Johnston, 
H.M. Special Commissioner for the Protectorate of Uganda, 
giving a brief account of the climate, people, resources, and 
present condition of the Protectorate. At the close of the Special 
Commission a more detailed report on this subject will be issued. 


Africa, No. 7 (1900). Report by the Mombasa-Victoria (Uganda) 
Railway Committee on the Progress of the Worl:s 1899-1900, with a 
Map and Section. (Cd. 355.] Price 1s, 2d. 

This is a Report by the Uganda Railway Committee giving a 
description of the general state of the Construction Works on the 
the 3lst March, 1899, and a statement of the progress during the 
year ended the 31st March, 1900. The rails reached mile 362 on 
the 2nd October, 1899, the earthworks are ready for the rails up 
to mile 420, and preliminary plans and sections of the line from 
mile 450 up to Port Florence on Lake Victoria, mile 582, reached 
the Committee in November, 1899. Further details as to the 
progress of the railway will appear in a forthcoming issue of the 
*“* Board of Trade Journal.” 


Forty-sivth Report of the Postmaster-General on the Post Office. 
333.] Price 4}d. 

This is the Annual Report of the Postmaster-General containing 
an account of the business of the Department for the year ended 
March 31st, 1900. The Report states that the above year was 
marked by no great changes or striking developments; but the 
great prosperity of the country and the war in South Africa led to 
an increase in the work of the Post Office in almost every direction. 

It is estimated that the number of postal packets delivered in 
the United Kingdom during the year was as follows :-— 


Average 
~-- Number. Increase Number to each 

per cent. 
Letters... 2,246,800,000 2:7 55°83 
Post cards... ste 400,300,000 
Book packets and circulars ...] 702,800,000 
Newspapers ...| 163,400,000 6-0 40 
Parcels (actual number) 75,448,000 19 
Total «se 3,588,748,000 | 


The number of letters registered in the United Kingdom was 
16,256,852, an increase of 6°7 per cent. over the number in the 
previous year. 

The increase in the number of newspapers sent is beyond 
recorded precedent. Those posted in London were nearly 18 per 
cent. more numerous than in the previous year. Not only was 
there a greater circulation of existing newspapers, but the number 
of papers placed on the register rose from 2,400 to 2,560. 


| 
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FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Rerorts of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplemen ooo 4d. 
2372 Senegal and 1d, 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) ove o. | 23d, 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) ... ove ove ow | Lhd. 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 ... ove ove 1d. 
2376 Naples (1899) nee on | 28 
2377 Hangchow (1898) oe ove ose 1d. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) oe ove ee o 8d. 
2379 | Hiogo and Osaka (1898) we 
2380 Venice (1898-99) ove ooo] 694. 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) ose ove 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) | 
2385 Servia (1898 and 1899)... ove ove | 
2384 Somali Coast ... oes ove 
2385 Thessaly (1899) ove 1d. 
2386 Netherlands (1899) _.... 1}d. 
2387 Havre (1899) oe 2d. 
2389 Para (1898-99) =~ 1d. 
2390 | Italy (1898 and 1899) . 
2391 Texas (1899) . 2d. 
2392 Curacoa and Dependencies (1899) ove | 2d. 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... 13d. 
2394 Charlestown and District (1899) ove 
2395 Coquimbo (1898) ove ooo ove ow 4d. 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) ose ove 14d. 
2397 | Japan (1899) .. we 23d, 
2398 (1899) ose 2d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) be ove cai 1d. 
2400 Germany (1899) 24d. 
2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast (1399) 24d. 
2404 | Aleppo (1899)... on 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) 2d. 
2407 Corunna aad District (1899) ... 24d. 
2408 Patras end District (1899) 1d. 
2409 Calais (1899) ... 2d. 
2410 Pirzus (1899)... ose 1d. 
5412 Brest (1899) . 1d. 
2413 Lombardy (1899) 1d. 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899) ... 3d. 


|_| 
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No. | Place. | Price. 
2417 Leghorn and ‘Ancona (1899) $00 ove 2d. 
2418 Corsica (1899) one wae one 1d. 
2120 Malaga (1899) ove 3d. 
2421 Ningpo (1899) eve ove ose 1d. 
2123 | New York (1899) | 24d. 
2425 Poland (1899) ane oe | 24d. 
2127 Beira (1899) ... ovo | 

| 2428 Bussorah (1899) on eee 
2430 | Shashih (1899) 4d. 
2432 | Wuchow (1899) «| 
2433 | Philadelphia (1899)... Od. 
2134 Foochow (1899) ane 1d. 
2435 Nice and District (1899) | 
2136 Philippine Islands ove eee 
2438 Genoa (1899) eee ove oo | 
2439 Amsterdam (1899)... 1d. 
2440 Pondicherry (1899) ... ove 1d. 
2441 Beirut (1899) ose eee eee 14d. 
2442 Persian Gulf (1899) ove | 
2443 Swatow (1899) ase 1d. 
2445 | Bilbao (1899) 2d. 
2446 Dunkirk (1899) sve 1d. 
2448 Switzerland (1899) ose 13d. 
2450 Baden (1899) .. ees see 1d. 
2451 # Islands (1899) wi 1d. 
2453 Tripoli (1399) ove hd, 
2454 Porto Alegre (1899) ‘ne 
2455 Denmark (1899) eee ase 9d. 
2456 Bengazi (1899) ose sos 1 
2457 Wuhu (1899) ... eee ove 1d. 
2458 Elba (1899) ... eee ld. 
2459 Baghdad (1899) ose $d. 
2460 Barcelona (1899) 2hd. 
2461 Goa (1899)... eve 4d. 
2462 Smyrna (1899) vee 6d, 
2463 Honduras (1899) ove ose 1d. 
2465 Porto Rico (1899) ooo | 
2467 Samshui (1899) ove ose ose ld. 
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2500 
2501 
2502 
2503 
2504 
2505 
2506 
2507 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 


Place Price. 
Chinkiang (1899) eee 1d. 
Norway (1899) = 43d. 
Algeria (1899) ° 23d. 
Rio de Janeiro (1899) .. 3d. 
Chefoo (1899) 1d. 
Argentine Republic (1899) 1d. 
Buenos Ayres (1899) .. 2d. 
Chile (1899) ... ae 3d. 
Greece (Finances in 1900) oe ood 190. 
Austria-Hungary (1899) ool BE 
Frankfort-on-Main (1899) = 3d. 
French Indo-China ... hd. 
Roumania (1899) ee 2d. 
Bavaria (1899) = a 13d. 
Gothenburg (1899) 23d, 
Brunei and Sarawak (1899) ld. 
Hawaiian Islands (1899) ; 1d. 
Martinique (1899) 1d. 
Chinde (1899)... 1d. 
Lecce (1899) . -| 
Central Africa Protectorate C1898) ; | 23d. 
Society Islands (1899)... 4d. 
Newchwang (1899) as 1d. 
Kiukiang (1899) 1d. 
Kiungchow (1899) 1d. 
Amoy (1899) . 1d. 
Hakodate (1899) 1d. 
Switzerland (Textiles i in 1898) ane ove 24d. 
Riga (1899)... 14d, 
San Francisco (1899) ... 2hd. 
Northern Portugal (1899) oes hd. 
Inhambani (1899) 4id. 
Port Said and Suez (1 899) ies ae 1d. 
Corea (1899) ... 2d. 
Madagascar (1899) ose on | 
Dutch and French Guiana (1899), “a ; ld, 
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2469 | 
2470 | 
2471 
; 2472 | 
4 2473 
2474 
2475 
i 2476 | 
q 2477 
2478 | 
2479 
2180 | 
2481 
2482 
2483 
2484 | 
2485 
2486 | 
2487 | 
2488 
2489 
2490 | 
2491 
2192 | 
2493 
2494 | 
2495 | 
2496 | 
2197 | 
2498 
2499 
2508 | 
2509 | 
2510 | 
2511 | 
2512 
2513 | 
2514 | 
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Government Publications. 


. Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price, 
519 Belgiwm.—Flax Industry of Courtrai... ove id. 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies sng ooo 5d. 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ... 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... eee ove 4d. 
523 Russia,—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis ($d. 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900! 1d. 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports ' 8d. 


of “Iron and Ironware,” and “Implements, Machines,” 
&c., from 1897 to 1899. ' 
526 United States.—Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American |, 2d. 


Lakes. 
+ 527 Tripoli.—Agriculture, Horticulture, and other Natural Re-| 2d. 
sources of Tripoli. 
528 Germeny.—Report on the German Colonies for the year; 34. 
ending June 30, 1899 
529 Russia, —eport on the Waterway between the Baltie and ld. 


Black Sea ... eos eee 
530 Brazil.—Report on the State of Amazonas 23d. 
531 Austria-Hungary.—Report on State encouragement to In- 

dustry in Hungary ... ee | | 
532 United States.—Mining Industry of Colorado... 
533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway... 34d. 
534 Belgium.—Keport on the present state of the — Coal, 

Metal, and Glass Industries... 4d. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. __—- | Price. 


1 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 


certificates of origin . 4d. 
2 Agreement between the “United Kingdom and France for the 

exchange of Press telegrams by night «t reduced rates... 4d, 
3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 


longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December, 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries 4d. 
4 Declaration between the United Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg ‘ae the Re ciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks id, 
5 Procés- Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse Convention 
of 3lst May, 1865... “ | 
6 International Sanitary Convention | | 


| 
| 
= 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series—continued. 


Cenvention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa.. 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 
Criminals ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration... 

Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu. 
lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 
countries .. 

Accession of the Republic of Uruguay to the Convention 
signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 
field soo 

— Convention respecting the Liquor ‘traffic in 

rica 

Treaty of Friendship, “Commerce and Navigation between 
the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Uruguay .. 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam relative 
to the Registration of British Subjects in Siam ... 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


— 


Sapehelies eve 

Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements sen 
Basutoland ~... 
Niger Coast Protectorate 

British Guiana 

Falkland Islands ios 

British New Guinea 

Bermuda. 
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| No. | [Pie 
da, 
8 
] d. 
| Id. 
10 
4d. 
{ ll 
q 
d. 
12 
id, 
13 
ld. 
14 
15 hd. 
16 
| | | 
q 
Annual. 
No. | Place. | Price. q 
283 eee eee eee eee eee eee 4d. 4 
285 eee eee eee 1d. 
286 13d. ¥ 
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